LETTERS OF EDMUND KIRBY RUSSELL
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1076 REPORT OF THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL

ROWLEY, CHARLES.— Age, 28 years. Enlisted, Juno 4, 1861,
ut Now York city, to servo threo years; mustored in as private,
Co. K, June 24, 1861; mustered out with company, July 4,
1864, at Brooklyn, N. Y.
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ROWLEY, JAMES.— Age, 19 years. Enlisted, May 19,71861,
at Nochester, to serve three years; mustered in s private,
Co. D, June 20, 1861; promoted sergeant, October 1, 1861;
wounded in setion, May 31, 1862, at Fair Oaks, Va; died of
his womasde, June 12, 1562
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LOWNEY, OWEN.— Age, 22 yearr. Enibeted, July ==, 1241,
uFm&iuﬁa,tomthru_van;matdi-apduu, -
Co. K, Aungrst 31, 1861; deverted, Novemsler 3, 1361, a1 Wah- r
ington, D. C. :

I0ZELL; JOHUN.— Age, 19 years. Enlisted, Angust 4, 1861,
at Fort Schuyler, to serve three years; wustered in w private,
Co. K, August 31, 1861; transferred to Co. E, and promoted
sergeant, September 5, 1803; returned to corporal, June 20,
1884; promoted sergeant, no date; mustered out, August 3,
1864, at New York city; also borne as Rorell.
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RUE, JAMES P.— Age, 23 years. Enlisted ut New York city,
to serve three years, and mustered in ws private, Co. E, Sep-
tember 5, 1862; trumsferved to Co. K, Sixty-fifth Iufantrys,
September 1, 1804,

RUSH, JOHIN.— Age, 42 years. Fulisted, Juae 4, 1861, at New
York city, to serve three years; mustered in as private, Co. K,
Juns 24, 1801; wounded in actior, May 31, 1502, at Fuir Oaks,
Va.; discharged for disubility, June 27, 1862, ut Aunapolis, Md.

RUSHMAN, sce Rottman,

1 RUSSELL, EDMUND K.— Age, 21 yeurs. Enrolled at Bouth
i ° Brothers Island, to serve three ycars, and mustered in as sec-
: - ond lieutenant, Co, K, June 24, 1801; as first lieutenant, Co. F,
: April 14, 1862; transferred to Co. K, October 13, 1882; mu:-

; tered in as ¢aptain, May 8, 1863; transferred to Co. A, July 4

| 1864, and to Co. A, Bixty-fifth Infantry, September 1, 1364

Commissioned second lieutenant, Fobruary 22, 1862, with

P - rank from June 24, 1861; original; first licutenant, November
8y 91, 1862, with rank from April 14, 1802, vice V., 3L, Hodgson,
resigned; captain, July 28, 1863, with runk from Ay 3, 1863,
vice L. AL Peck, resigned.
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June 24, 1801; wounded i Jt{ll)l,i[u\:}],l‘iﬁ.;,at Fair Oaks,
Va.; discharged for disability, June 27, 1802, at Aunapolis, Md.

RUSHMAN, sce Rottman,

RUSSELL, EDMUND K.— Age, 21 years. Enrolled at South
Brothors Island, to serve three years, and mustered in as sec-
ond licutenant, Co, K, June 24, 1801; as first lieutenant, Co. I,
April 14, 1862; transferred to Co. K, October 18, 1862; mut- :
tered in as captain, May 8, 1863; transferred to Co. A, July '
1864, and to Co. A, Sixty-fifth Infantry, September 1, 1364.
Commissioned second lieutenant, Fobruary 22, 1862, with
rank from June 24, 1861; original; firsi licutenant, November
91, 1862, with rank from April 14, 18062, vice V. M. Ilodgson,

resigned; captain, July 28, 1803, with rank from AMay 3, 1863,
vice L. M., Peck, resigned.
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PREFACE

These letters are part of the Kirby-Smith-
Russell collection. The author, Edmund (Ned)
Russell¥ was the uncle of the owner of the letters,
Mrs. Floried Burt Evans, whose present address is
317% St. George Street, St. dugustine, Florida.

In 1937 the original letters represented in
this collection were transcribed by the Historical
Records Survey Project of the Works Projects &d-
ministration. The present copies are transcriptions
of the Historical Records Survey Projects transcripts,
since the original letters are not af this time avail-
able for use in St. Augustine. (They are temporarily
in the possession of the owner's brother in Miami,
Florida.)

In several of the letters mention is made of
accompanying sketches of the battles which the author
describes. These sketches, unfortunately, have been
lost.

James C. Burdett e

Foreman

Rare Books Project

Works Projects Administration

March 28, 1940. SJ A-_,YMTW, co

* Edmund Russell was a cousin to the Confederate General

Edmund Kirby-Smith

L




This‘letter‘is copied verbatim from
the original using exact spelling,
punctuation end margins. It is
folded to form its own envelope and

is addressed:

Pd. EK

Dr. I. P. Russell, U.S. Army
for Mrs., Russell
Governor's Island

Harbor of New York

Brownville, N. Y.

Nov. 29

Pencilled Notations are: ™“Aunt Elize,
Nov. 28, 42, Josie's birth. To my

grandmother -  Katherine Kirby Russell.™
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" My dear Sister,

RO SO0,

Brownville, Nov. 28th, 1842

I have just Binished a letter to sister Harriet,
and although my eyes are very weak I will attempt to write you,
as I have been intending to do so for a long time. I cannot
expréss to you how huch disappointed we were at not seeing you
last swmer, and I do hope that next year you will be able to

pay us that long promised visit. ile enjoyed Sister Fanny 's

visit very much. She is a noble hearted kind person. We 21l
love her very much.
It was strange thet Sister Mary should hove passed you without
stopning to see you. I do not wonder that you were grieved.
She must have had reasons thz=t will explain all when you hear £rem
from her. Edmund received a long and affectionate letter from
her a few days since, she appears to be fond of George - and
sorry to have him separated from her, exeept on iiis own azcount,

she thinks it will be betiier for him. I hope he has a good home

with his Uncle. You must h=ve been much shocked at the sudden

- death of son Reymold - having lived with hin so long your attach-

'~ ment for him must have been very great for he seems to have been

beloved by all who knew hin. I can sympathise jdithoyou-having
iost my own dear bppther only a year since. Poor Mary feels her
loss keenly. She has a task to perform in the educztion of her
children which few mothers are egual to - -

Bo my dear Katharine you have a little daughter. Tell the Dr.

4
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,Hﬁuj'sprightly. #l1iza has the whooping-cough - I suppose the
¢hildren will all take it. She has it very light - coughs very
little. I am in hopes they will get along without beihg much
sick --- - Sister Pamela is keeping house where Dr. Brayton
t'used to live. iie wish she was nearer to us - but we see her
almost every day. She has a fine boy about two months old -
Nﬁe expect to have Sister HMary with her family of seven children
'here early in the Spring. I have not seen her since Bhe was
married. She hes gone through many tricls since then & I long

toc embrace her once rwore. She is one of those quiet, enduring

AL

.persons that suffers much without complaining - - -kips. How

; _has gone to Clevsland to pass the winter with Sarsh. /e miss
fhéf‘society very much. Ir. How has purchased Mr. Rathbone's
ﬁhoﬁse - and intends to go to house-keeping tﬁere in the Spring -
‘tﬁwa shall be very sorry to lose her froﬁ our neighbonrhbod.
Sarah has only one little boy - he will be three years old in
j}fhe Spring - Elizsbeth is well, and enjoys the good things of
;ﬁﬁis'life about as well as any person I k:ow of - Cousin John
£.1s in good business but'they live for themselves. Mr. Knap
has been taking the benefit of the Bankrupt law - their house
is still unfurnished - not even a carpet. Mr. Averell hea.
‘rﬁromised to furnish it in the Spring. I do not know how she
lives with her noisy children on the bare floor, but she bears

jlit all cheerfully - never saw her in better spirits. We have

 §

heard from Kate twice since she joined her husband - she is

v

very happy of course, =nd is delighted with Florida. They are

in

b

Micanopy. William Cummings is married to Miss Ives, the




girl - too good for him we all think. Ve do not know whether

7 fzthr winter with her. Mr. B is her guariian. It is well that
f:she has some cne that will look out for her interest for William
;: -is inclined to get all he can.

The officers that are now at the Harbour are inclihed

..to be very sociable. /e expect to seze great deal of them

,“'this winter. The sleighing is quite good now. The wezther-wise

p:bphesy a hard winter. Mps, Smith is as good natured as ever -

fhthough not half so fleshy. Dr. Root's family, we like very

.

much., Pamela Shields is married to a lir. Wright of atertown.
" He is a very fine young man.

Do my dear Katharine - answer this soon. Give my love to the

.Dr. and kiss the little one for me.
Yours affectionstely,

Elisa B. Kirby




This letter is copied verbatim from
the original usi ng exact spelling,
punctuation and margins. It is
folded to form its own envelope and
is addressed:
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Dr. I. P, Hussell
U. S. Army
Tovernor's Island

Harbor of New Yoxk




Srownviile, Qct. 1l&, '«4

4 My dear Russell,
s I send you & letter from Webster which I

f};hﬁre found hcre on my return. It discloses feelings of

which I did not xnow the. existense. It is apparent that
- Mrse Swith is not to find an asylum with either of her
 ohildren. The subject is puinful and I will not dwell on

it.

I rouna lrs. S. comfortatly domiciled at Omega (%) at,

return. I am aliready overhead and heels in it. PFrank is
ag;y-comfortaoly fixed at Utica. I went through the school
y-ﬂééd Waé greally pleased with the order and neatness that
l §é;rywhere orevgiled,
 With affectionste remembrances to all,
Yours faithfully,

B, Kirby

grn Websters letter to me by mail




West Point, N, Y.

Apr. 1lst, 1860

Doar - Mother,

¥ "

I vrote you on the 18th ult and have not as

port of the War Dept. for Feb. The result might have been

axgqgted from the marks I hzad been receiving for the month,

.This month has shown a little iiprovement in the beginning

Ay .

““but none in the latter part of it.

I have still 8 weeks to meke up in - The 1st half of the six
W) — ——

,mgg&hs has ended with yesterday. The last half is still mine -

drills tomorrow. The weather for the last two weeks has

J#Mnyether Mrs. Gilmore has returned or not. Don't you think
ty?? that it would be best fop me to call there once iore &

to see her & ask her pardon. She might really have been

Supposed for not seeirg me. I believe I wrote you about the




of an election at the contest for

I don't xnow whether the papers con-

gend it to me. We have a Court sitting here to try Bartlett
(my Class) & some 3 or £ others., The detsil is cormosed alost

gentirely of Infantry officers ¢ will be a much stricter on

ssing Cadets is a good one. *$ is so now that if ome is
Ssed he consoles himself'by thinking that his punishment

be mitigated. I should dislike to see a Cadet dismissed

hment if awerded by a Court aftery mater$ deliberation,

t to be carried into effret. It would render the Cadets




ind ont from me all he could in regard to the Academy which
llingly gave him, I did not know him when I first saw him.

e

‘T'enclose my report for Feb. The March Standing will probably

a letter from you this coming Tuesday. I hope I shall

disappointed. Love to all, Uncle, 4unt etec -
Pp b 3

Your aff. son,

Ned




West Point, N, v,

liay 22nd/60

Dear Josie,

Your lesst letter reached me yesterday and as I hag
;déferred nailing the letter thgt I wrote Mother on Saturdey until
't;;morrou S0 that I might see if I should receive g letter today
:1 thought it best to write you thece few lines. Dig you get my
Vlést letter mailed about the 29th of April? "Billy Hardee" gag
iﬂ&he gellant Colonel" is sometimes designated, has just rcturned
;Afégm Washington where 'tig said he has heen to Téquest the honour

¥ of & visit from the Japanese awbassadors - "Dz1" says that is

'3thay come on here about the 15th or 20th of June that the "Furlough®

Lﬁ?i believe the "Graduating " classes vill be retsined in order to

A0
‘' ﬁ{ A
R

Fmake gs large g fevien as possible beflore themn. By this means my

_fwéss will be kept back or "eut" as we Style it, of some three to
:§¥i days of Furlough. The Graduates of this yecr are more numerous
'Ean those of the two previous years & it will therefore take

£ DTobably & longer t4me to examine them. "he present T maa Tor

%hte is a little box 0of various coloured %aX though you need not
her about it. Have you seen the Miss Tisdsies singe your
LOYUTN & how were they? A1l well I hope. Hemember me to thnem
uhﬁ;naxt time you call upon them. Do you ride well on horsebsgck
When diq yoy learn? You must have learned very rapidly if you
J.t_t ®¥hile at Brownville. How can Dwight manage to go to Vermont

E@h& Wroie me he thought about doing so while I was on Furlough)

7




L4f Uncle & Aunt live in the way you describe., I should thipk it
would cost too much for him to affora it anyway. Is Uncle Dwight
in business yet & where? Give 0y love to him & Aunt & also to
} '?oe. I shall write Dwight soon. Goog bye -

Your sff, Brother -

Zdnmund -

Ned K. Russell -




This letter is copied verbatim

from ihe original using exact
spelling, »unctuation and nargins.
This letter begins on page 79 and
ends on #24; evidently the first

and last pages have been takKen

out for personal rezsons.

The dzte pencilled on the margins

is Mareh 5, 1862, presumanly from
Ned Russell to his mother, Katherine

Kirby Russell.
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I placed in the bundle the articles named =znd also = hone stone
which formerlj belonged to Father I believe and which I found at
Aunt Serah's before I went to the Point or while I was there on
Furloush and which I returned to you as I had no need of it.
Give the white pants if they will do any rood to Frank Belton &
let Joe have the Jacket if you see fit. 3Send me the little book
. 1 by Chopin. I shall read it beacuse you recomriend it. It might
be sent thropggh the mail -
I did not think about sending my sword by him and now I
ﬂardly think I'ad have time as we .ay move at any moment. If,

however, I can zet Zown to the City on .ednesdzy or Thursday

I have 2 greet .iind to send it 2nd take my chances of zetting
it agein. It could be sent to Lr. W. H. Powell's & I could get
5 it frozm him. I was at Cousin Mary's last Szturday .evening and
on talking it over we hardly thousht it could be Mr. Paluer
that wes takenwss he lives in thet portion of North Carolina
that borders on what is called leysl Tennessee. Mary said she
bhad been in the City that day at the Bradley's & that they had
heard that Mr. P., Lottie, Hicks, Josie & all were strong
"récesh“ - I am sorry if Josie has forgotten her birthplece and
Einsfolk of the North so much as all that. Josie as I und@rstood
had heard from Cousin Joe Kislip. They corresponded with each
other. I have a mind %o try the effect of a letter via Fort
m__anroe, Capt. Cerling, Gen'l. Mansfields, A. A. G. grzaduated
While T wa® at the Academy.

Ts Fairfax spoke of Josie, while he was there, of being a very

/s




fearless rider, wild & happy when they went out sight seeing
she, woman like, was ulways going into danserous places. While
liss Lottie was just the reverse - very quiet etc. I hope the
1life South 1ill be for Josie's advantage - in every respect,
education and position. She must now be nearly 19 if Kate will
be 16 in May. What are the birthdays of Josie & Fanny. I have
had them once but have lost tract of them. So much for not being

able to be torether as one family we lose 211 trace of the family

fasts & holidays. Well, liother the time will come I hope when

this war is over & I am in the resulsr service that we will once

azain == of 0ld on Goverrnor's Island. Keep 21l the family &

natioral feasts. ILet us pray that that day mzy not be far dis-

.. tant when once agsin we can asseizle around the femily board with

only one dear head, that of our Father absent. The dear old hoge,

v

how I love it.

If Kate is so much attacked to the "Sisters" tis better to let her
-_stay where she is than to send her anywhere else Tor where one
glready know his or her teachers anc likes them you are more
rge;tain nat that one williimprove more rapidly than if under the

¥

-care of a stranger. I know very well that it is 21l my own fault
LV

.if T have not as good and substzntial an education as others.

.?bu ir 211 the time I've been =zt school & undepr youlcare have

never neglected an opportunity to impress upon me the necessity

Forﬁ that reason I want K.tie to take warning by me znd

9

avoid all the shoals I grounded on. Take away trash in the shape

«0f the Ledger & other of these semi-illustrzted story papers and ZZ;




give her good Histories of her ovn country & the principal nations
of the world. Let thé histories be writiten in a manner that will
interest as well as instruct & not be merely a drgy statement of
facts. So far in conversation I manage to get along very well and
if I am to judge by what I've heard & seen I an not rigarded as a
nflat" by those young ladies I've met while here. I feel more and
more at ease the more I am out and can keep my self possession

" better than I used to. Sometimes things are aaid in fun that are
intended to hit me but I can generally keep my wits about nme &
appear perfectly at ezse as if I did not understznd that I was the
one to whom:they alluded. 4As 1o writing you can judge by the

length of this letter as to whether I am out of preciiee. After

a little thought I am generally able to write a pretty good plain
‘7?‘_letter on business matters though it nay nottzlways as I shouid
1:£j_like to have a business letter be that is short;— yet it answers
all purposes.
ic There I have finished the first four pages of your letter.
t7_ I received your & Kate's photographs. I dc not think yoqg is as
good as your ambrotype. In fact 'tis a poor one, I belé@ve, I
belé@ve ambrotypes after all if teken well are :uch better than
;”LPh0$0graphs.
I have not heard from Guss for quite a time. I wish he would
X _drOp me a line aceasionally & tell me about Brooklyn society
.§ the parties he attedds. He'll be a fire looking man if he lives,
I am Quite certain that I am better looiing than when I left B -
ﬁe?e it not for a cold I've had and a slight soremess of the

?@rOat I should be well. I've never however been unfit for duty

nce my arrivel in W. ‘Uhat is the best thing for loosemess of




the bowels. I am troubled oacasionally that wey - and thouzh
I've tried different things fro:: the Dr.'s and also. some homeo-
pathic medicine yet I do not succeed in stoppimg it perhaps I

do not continue long enough. ¥ wish from your experience

you WQuld select a list of prescriptions siiiple & good that I
could take for colds, sore thooat, diarrhoea, cuts & wounds, &c,
Your judgment I would rather rely upon Qor you are constantly
administering hesides having the advantage of Father's knowledge
& practice,

Keep up good heart dear biother in the performance of your self
appoirted work, remehber that you are doing a sister's part and

a work of charity & co.fort to the bereaved one. Kate has been

more with Aunt & besides her inclination to the Romish belief

may be another reason why she aprears to like Aunt better than

‘she does you. How I would like to see you all ence more,
Dr. Davis received the Photograph and wes much pleased with it.
He wrote in good spirits the last time I heard from him and said

;f;that if I came on next Sw.mer they all expected a visit from me -

Now Liother I want to tell you a little about myself. I have been

Writing on nesrly everything comnected with myself save oncone
-0‘-1“"_—.'..', BT e S “ o
One of these subjects if myself intimately.

T do not believe in the printiple of a persen making a parade of

and whether I am good or bad

6066 intsnd to talk about them in every letter. I think

too much on such subjecis.

lgn" & make my details for to-gorrow. /ég

55 Alli.
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nothing to hinder my "holding sweet converse” on paper with you

and ry other friends whose letter remain unsmswered. TFor a long
- time back, though I promised you differently, that day in New

York. I've been very neglectful until of late I saw that I was

getting into bad careless havits and I have determined that from

.¢he 1st of March I will try and resume my good old habits of

mornigg and evening preyer which as I have intimated above I've

nezlected, Ity pray to God to five me his grece wherever I

“Eﬁy be placed & will try & be a better boy from this time forth
I say boy for I am still a boy in feeling & liking for fun and

exgercise vwhich were I a man might seem undignified. In things

actuatly necesszry I can assu:e @ man's diznity but I want to

ever xeep iy boyish spring of character & move. I care not to

.

L=

move alons with the slow dignified pace of a man; put me in a

3

foundabout gn. I could be over agzin a boy as I was at Irving

_f
Institute.

Sy

But I am afrzid if I keep on thus you will be tired of

reading and I naver waut .y lother to tire of her son's writings

letter. I need not say an

.or doings. Write me a good lon:
- —
P

£
affectionate one for that they always are.

By the way Nother am I not old enough to knww a little

about our family history. I hove heard stories bout the Kirby's

i

& their doings and from Aunty liery Peirce znd other Northern friends.

.i i+

and iR fact all about your life before & =sfter marriage.
You know dear Mother we h:ve ever since '49 been but little

'.together and noepe especially in the last four years of my life and_ /?




b L T R WA A 0 T2 B 03,

now I am "head of the fanmily™(just think "little Ned Russell®
f*fggég_gg-ggg family) and ought I not, dear iother, to be admitted
 159£ into the fanily secrets. Can you rezd *his long long letter dear
i_mbther. '"Tis a long time since I've wriiien so nruch in any one

= Jetter to a single persen. I hope you have not destroyed any of

the letters I left in your care. Dén't do it, I have reasons

b

' why I wish thew kept. To me, liother they are all very dear,

;. and I would not part with them for a good deal though some of

-+ them may be connected with bitter paasages in my life's history
short as it may be. They tell of a Liother's love, a mother's
care & solicitude Zor the zood of her only ooy, her darling son,

T:her hoped for pride and how that one disregarded all her care

o =4 and threw awzy a place that would havesecured him rank & honor

‘care is continued over the scue wild boy ani how she tries to

keep his erring steps in the same straicht and narrow way that

upper itime. I will soon bring this to a close. I rnust now

(over)

20




This letter is conied verbestim from
the original using exact spelling,
opunctuation and margzins.

Beginning with the words "I felt the
effects of if .." to the end of the
letter is written crosswise on the
Tirst page - over the other wording.
This letter is not addressed on the

outside, nrobably having zncther

o
£

folded sheet to form the envelope.

71




West Point, N. Y.

Feb. 17th, 1861

i My dear Liother -
Joe's letter with your's enclosed rezched me on the

12th. I am sorry, dear Liother, that you should hzve seemed to take

g0 seriously my remarks in regard to writing. To be sure I think

‘I may be more indolent in this respect since my return but I never went

'fou to think that it will be a bore & inconvenient for me to write

you, my Lother. I hope my Mother will not judge her son so badly
as to think that whatever he may seem to be from his reports or

©* tone of his letters that he is wanting in affection to her. liotker,

you How for money when I am
Tor all my present necessary
a few doldars over & above

x 4
-all expenses) and in the hopes of receivéing a much larger pay in
-, 3% 0

ks

" a few years? I am now in my 21st year & though I may not have

ness, whatever happen, never to ba a burden to onw who has endured
.'ﬁ b
ok

already so much for me - I do hope that In June I will come out
well in my class & intend to exert myself to accomplish it. Now
';ét me spezk about yourself. You say Aunt may move to Richmond

né& that if she does she may not let you know until she is in the




ﬁ will have any chance this gear on your pension? Have you
 eard from Maclay, Collamore & the others of late or have they
'been so taken up with polifical a’fairs as not to be able to do
l g. Speaking of political aficirs vuts me in nind of the
rmon preached today. Prof. French took his text from ncclesias-

é XI, 8 & in the introduction he gave an account of the prophi-
; ' ':ﬁiﬁé that were made in '48 & thereabouts in rezard to the state
*bf tﬁis country & Europe which so far as we can mow see seem on
_:fhé_é't of fulfilisent. He then applied his text to those vho

showing how we ought to prepzre for & what was in-

us in the "duys of durkness" - The sermon, w-s, I

alricter attention than usual & in the last part of the sernion

,%aial I moticed seemed to be affected. But as my time is

i

nce to be - mske no delay. 4&nd now last but noy least - oy
A F

g of my pledge not to drink. Last Christmas while skating

- long hill leading from the Dock to Barracks. Going up my

%




?;nother to g0 & get some w niskey vhich he aid. He then pourea

@pe ouT SOWE 1N & Alpper « Pulilng sSulke wauer TO 1T ne gave 1t 10

e to drink & I took it.

}felt the errects 0T 11 IOr some time as 1T causea me Go:-Stagger
-1ittle. The next day, I had a severe neadache &on going to
the Surgeon & telling him I haa opeen in the river on the fay pre-

vious he said that if he haa sxnown it he would have recommended

E;ﬁm to take &t the time a "Brandy Toddy". I did not get over my
- ﬁéadacne tor several asys. 1 would have tula you pefore but I

"~ have slwaye rorgotten it until arter tne le@bter was mgiled., I

¥ee1 pretty conriaent that you will excuse me ror I acted rightly
3 iiﬁhink. And now heve you any objeetions to my drinking "Sweet
*?_giéer“. Cadets tnat are on pledge & Army ofzicers do not think
.;iéﬁ a brescn or a pledge TO Arink it as 1T 1S NOT iNTOXicating.
‘":ifhgve so rar refused it bacause I did not Know how you wculd
.f“éegard it, though I have ortg¥n wanted to taste it. My Class
l;iia'now on pleage making 4 Classes (the Tfirst iour) on pledge.

s But I will now close with love tu &ll. I am atraia
%jAunt Mary H. is orrended with me as sne nhas not written.

-LZver your son,

Edmund
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These three letters were copied
verbatim from the original using
exact spelling, punctuation and
as near seme margins as possible.
411 three are conteined in one

envelope addressed:

Mrs. K. X. Russell
68 Willoughby Street
Brooklyn
Long Island
E. XK. R. |
Pencilled notations are: "Apr.
13, 29, May 8th from Warwick,
C. H, ¥ Wmburg, Va. Dec. 5, 1861,

21 yrs. old.”
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H Qrs lst Long Island Rezte.
Grehams Brigade
Conch's Division
1 mile from Warwick C. H.
Apr - 13th _1862
My dear ilother -

I received your two letters of the 31st & 2nd
instznts = The one of the. 2nd reached me two days before the
other. As I have a chance (certain) of seading a letier to-
morrow I have thought best to write this evening to you & others.
Our mail arrangements are very uncertain to depend upon. We left
the Fortress on Saturday the 30th & on Friday the 4th we left out
bivouzc near Newport Kews to march to Yorktowm. Saturdey it rained .
very hard & we had a haré march of it. Thst evening about 4 P. M.
we were shelling & receiving shells from the enemy's batteries not
far distant from our present cemp. Aecounts of it are in the Hef-
ald of the 10th. We are avout 9 miles from Yorktown & the rebel
batteries extend some miles along the route. For several days
after our arrival there was a constant fire b,etv?een our skirmishes
& pickets & the enemy's - but this to a great extent has ceased.
We are sepa;z;ated from them by the so called Warwish river & the
marsh on both sides a distance of about 300 yards - Along the
bakks in secure places the pickets of veither side are stationed.
"Ours® have had orders under no circ@tances to fire even if fired
upon &; do not often disobey order. The "confeds" however keep
up a pretty"regular fire whenever they gee any of us. They walk
around with preat impunity even washing in thesgtream where as our

men cannot even show their bodies without whiz comes a bullet

after them. For some time they were in the habit of throwing

Mo
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" not seen Ned.s We know not how long we will be here, we ®¥pect a

shells where they thought our troops were lying. A great gany of
them don't explode. Several negroes have been seen on their side A
firing upon us & one, said to be one of their best shots, who had
brought down his man nearly every time he fired was at last shot i
by one of our pickets. The men on each side engage to a great ex- .

tent in blackguarding & jeering at each other. 'Pis about six of

D e e

one & half a dozen of the other. .‘I‘hey can readily hear each other
actoss the stream by calling out in a pretty loud voice. I have
just come in from picket & have had a good tims. Our Brigade send
out about 250 men each day for this duty & the same with other
Brigades. An irmense body of troops are lying in this neighborhood
in a circuit of 10 or 12 miles. MeClellan is about 4 or 6 miles
from us. The Ptoads are in an awful condition so that we have had
to construc¢t several corduroy roads. Our men have had for some
time back only ge‘.!"*(’i to S crackers a aay instead of 14. .le have
Ahd fresh meat but were at first very hard pushgd for food on ac-

count of the bad roads. Times improving. Ned Kirby & other of my

T

West Point friends are somewhere near me., Some I've seen- I've

move at almost ewy moment. Since the battle of Corinth I ghould i
not be astonished if we were in Yorktown by next Sunday. It will
probably be only after a severe battle as I understand that :
McClellan sgys they have hardly a byeway that is not well defended

or that it is brobably their strongest line of defence equal to

Sebastopol. This evening my knapsack contagng a change of

clothing. Much needed. Have not had on a clean tling since I

ataﬁed save a pair of stocking which I took off last Sunday &

washed & had to go without until they had dried. Quidega set of

27 .
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scribblers around me. Everyone anxious to avail themselves of the
od8fportunity orfex:a to send a few lines to the dear ones at home.

The Colonel's Head Quarters is in a“house now occupied by a colbured

man named Wright said to be frée but most likely a sleve. His family

is about 20 &r .25 including those living with him. He & his family
are miich lighter than Quadroons. Out time is fully occupied. And
now let me answei your:last letters. I shall hardly need any money
at present. I have $22 in z0ld with me. Have very little use of
it at present. I hardly think I will be able, though I want to,
write Aunt Sarah. Say all you think I would wish %o say. Gus was
to me a brother & for her I feel accordingly. I trust you & Aunt
Harriet will not be kept much longer in a state of suspeﬁse as to
your house. Take a plain comfortable one & dén't care for the
show. Iir. Dayis & Rowe are not to blame for any feelings I may
have in regard to this war. Don't eecuse them of it. You know I
had Republican feeling during the Fremont campai'gn but I was then
unable to appreciate the matier of difference between the parties.
Now I. am opposed to them. I hate these ultra men of both sides.
.'I'o them do we owe the present state of affaits, This section of
the country is a fine level tract of land well adepted for agri-
ctlture. Hardly any change in the level of the land. Not far
from us thé land becomes a marsh and with heavy rains the country
is awful. fpst Tuesday & Wednesday were rainy & i was sent oub
with others to establish é line of pickets that had been vacated
& in so doing had to wade kneedeep in mud & water. I had on
~shoes & on my return had to throw them away having @ried them by

a fire & rendered them so stiff that I cowld not wear them. f

2

am now wearing appair of Army shoes No, 8 so that I have plentj
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of room for my feet to move in. Iﬁ addition to being wet from my

ﬁ“‘-" knee down myself & men were nearly without food; they over 24 &
12 hours. I w.as perfectly exhausted more so than on any previous
_occasion by a nights rest restore.d me. I am in good health &
spirits. I can hardly use the names of thosé officers you mentioned
as they are not now neer men. ihen I apply I shall use the name of
Gen'l. Hitchcock, I will wait uwtil after I have been engaged in
a battle there are vacancies which Stanton will only £ill b& those
who have seen service., My chances will them be better &han if I
should apply now. I want to write one more letter if possible és
the Doctor's sosd is going to Wahhington & can easily take them &
I know not when the ppportunity will offer again.

Réwember me to all. I was among the last of the Lieuts.

to enter the Reg't. & therefore I suppose I've not been promoted.

I am now about the head of the list. Vacencies may soon occur &
if I live I trust to have the bar on my strap ere‘long. God bless

you dear Mother & keep you in health is the prayer of

- Your son
Ned -

i P, S.

I will write again soon when the chance occurs -

I will t en write to Katie -

o4




Hd Qrs 1st long Island
Near Williamsburg, Vae.
May 8th, 1852

My dear Mother -

We left our camp near Warwick C. H. early Sunday

'morning expecting to make an attack on their works. Found them

evacuateds Pursued 1ateg'in the day. Next day raired. 4bout

4 P. M. started again. Heavy firing. Reached near the ground

‘where the fight had been going on; acted as Reserve next day &

enbered this place about 10 o'clock. Have been in William &

Mary's College used as a Hospital & other places & aided in
tending the sick & wounded eI merely took down their names,
Reg't. etc. for the Doctor's use. Occasionally assisting the
Dr. A great number wounded on bother sides. Rebels scattered.
everything on the way, Caissons, ce;nnon, clothing, arms &c. | wWe
left all ourkbaggage behind near Warwick. 4m well, acting as
ad jutant, Ours being sick. iifo casualities in the Regiment.

We expect ‘to move either today or to-morrow forward.

You will have fuller news in the papers than I can give. Love

to all. Am writing in much haste & on a scrap knowing you would

‘like to hear from me. If hurt I shall let you know as soon as

Iiossible. Till then beiieve me, I gm all right. I think we may
act for some time as a Reserve only. I we go forward & are in
battle it will be in the papers. Don"i; believe the first reports
you receive, Walt aiways:toihaveoilémiednfirmeds clarge lass on .
both sides. I have had talks with our wounded prisoners - Mostly

Virginians, Miss. & Alabema troops such as I have seen. iet the
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{«v brother of Farney whp was at the Academy as Iastr. in Cavalry. - -
_ He Ais_.a;;.amc;r from Alabama. Have tended to many. Much interested E
-in all. Sickening to some extent scenes in the wards. Men hurt .
mostly in arms & legs. None in breast as far as I've seen. Tew
in head.
Pray for me as I do for you all
i With love to all friends
I am aff. Yr. Son
3 Ned --
1 4
)
s 2 (
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I opened the letter & therefore have to seal with wafér - will try &
not forget Kates

P. S. Congradulate her for me - 8% P. M. May 8, 1862  birthday

Rec'd yours. of the 4th stating that you had moved. Glad to hear
from you once Wore, my Mother. Kirby Smith is in East Tennessee

as I learnt from a prisoner & afterwards happened to see it in an
old New Yérk paper. Gen'l. Key_es estimates the total loss on both °
sides to be ébout 5000 killed. & wounded. The enemy's wounded are
kindly treated by our M. D's & men. Somé of theix: surgeons cseme .-
in under a flag of truce. Hard looking set as far I've met them.
Appeer rether ignorant of how to treat the hurt. Dress of all
rather particolored. Very few Union (true) in town though many
profess Unionism. Property protected by guard at each house.
McClellan I believe is here. Vefy hard & close fighting. I have
taken quite an interest in 3 very intedligent recesh officers &
ssveral men (a1l wounded.) The Virgir_xia troops 'appear to be the
best educated & most intelligent. Shall write again when anything
of interest happens. Col., Adams, Julius W. co@ds Grahan's |
Brig. G. being sich at Fortress. Brigade consists of 1lst Iong
Island, Cockrane's 1 U, S. Chasseurs, 23rd, 31lst & 6lst Penn.
Reg'ts. We have been acting as Reserve all along save when we
advanced Sunday. This used to be the old Capitol of Va. Settled

in 1634. Ic‘;nly tract of country. /w ymh pleased with§it.

Goodnight & God bless you all. Try to be reguler in prayers for all.

allo
Yr. Son Ned = =

[

LNy

sty e

LN RParae

ERE WS S I S

!




-

This letter is copied verbatim
from the original using exact -
spelling, punctuation, as nesr

a8 possible the same marging.

It is accompanied by the sketch
mentioned in the body of the let-
ter showing their positions, line

of defence, etc,

Ky
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Camp lst Long Island
‘Apr. 29th, 1862
My dear Mother -
Your Easter letter reached me on the 24th,
Rain in New York & rain here on Easter. Few of us knew tha'.b it “ '
wes Eagster till it was generally spoken of. How different the
way of spending Easter from yours. A4vbout 12 o'clock we had to
fall in line to meet an expected attack as there had been heavy
firing from lines of pickets during Saturdzsy might & it was re-
sumed more‘ vigoxrously at 12. 4gain about 9 P. M. we were in line ’
for the same cause. This morning word came from Division Hd 4rs
to be ready to reinflorce Smith who is on our right as he expected
to be attacked at ‘daybreak so the Regiment was turned out again
about 4 o'clock. It proved to be a felse alarm but we know not
at what hour we may be called on. Though it seems we will have to
go through a regular siege. I enclose you a rough sketch made by
our late 8rderly (a cousin of Hodgson) as he will be a 2nd Lieut.
‘on the 1lst prox. It gives our present position & that of the
Regts of our Brigade mear us - (3lst & 61st Penn. Vol. being too
far to the right to be put down. onrthe papery . Batteryghiams was
a.:.&ittle breastwork thrown up on the afternoon &. day of the 20 &
21st ;l.ﬁ_order to afford a shelter & protection for a light Battery
lying near us. It was done under the direction of Col.Adams who
by the way is nov;v actg. as Br_ig. Gen'l, Graham having been sick
for 4 or 5 days. The large buildi#g uﬁder the head af ifright's house
if the H dQ,rs of ®ours® & in ohe of its rooms I am now writing. '

Wrizht is a free zmlatto. The littIe spot on the lime 10 to the

71
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north of the house is the Colonel's tent: 10 is a road built

by us as is also 9 (the latter being a genuine corduroy) 12 is

the camp of the 23 P. V. commanded b; Heill (a Capt.of Regulars)

familiarly known in the army as "Beau" Neil. 14 is the Chasseurs
d B

Camp. 15 Cockrane's H Grs. 4 is the position our Reg't. occupied

on the 5th when a shell passed over it. 7 the 23rd & 6 the Chas-

OO 31 S )

seurs at the same time. 8 where the shell struck without exploding.
2 is a bridge. The letters on 4 are the Compy letters. When we

g0 on picket we gemerally follow the raad 10, in a notherly di- « T
rection - & then branch off. We are not more than % a mile from

the lines of pickets we go out once exery five days, it takes hear-
ly every Lient. e Tor duty to make out tf\fe‘ detail of 12 for
picket. We have 3 on staff appointwents. Onﬁ.acting.as Capt. one
re’signed & one or two sick usually. i»&ve been in pretty good health
saving slight colds & looscness of the bowels, which are very cozmon
thipgs here owing to the constant exposure we have to undergo, the
change of weathep & dief. The Regt received yéstér&ay their Jan-

uary & Februarj pay. It may be a month or 6 weeks @re we see the

Py for Merch & April. We are to bé mustéred to-morrow. I wrote

NS TV ST

you stating that I had been promoted to lst Lieutenantuvy Co. "F®,

e

This occurred on the l4th. I scribble #hese lines off as I EE

have nothing else to do. I will send you a few ancient records I

pricked up the County Clerk's office at WerWick Court House. x

pricked them up there while I was Offr. of Guard last week. The

28 an HoSea

L

re€prds are in a great state of confusioni “ost of the old ones
having been @lready teken. I received a letter from Aunt Mary

which I will answer soorn. I've written her once since I've been

Cr e

here. ILove to all. L wrote Uncle & Aunt Russell. f '
Goodbye & God bdess you, Yr. aff Son Ned - - 3 1



— Hers. lst. Long Island Station .
- Camp 2 miles from "Pair Osgk"
%, June 2nd 1862

My dear, dear Mother;

I embruce the opportunity.offered of our
Q. M. going to White House to send you a tew lines to inform you
that I cawe through the late fight at ngr Oak Station or 7
Rivers that occurred on the 3lst & lst. The last letter I had
€rom you contained a not from Kate, was dated the 18th, I re-
ceived it on the 2lst.' It had Aunt Mary's picture. I got a
letter from her today. I wrote you at Williamsburg on the 8th
on the peoceipt of your nbte there. Since the 8th we have ad-
vanced gradually to Bottom's Bridge. On Thursday 23rd ours&
the Chasseurs were the first regiments gs regiments to cross

the place where the Sridge had been. We went over to cover the

party working on the bridge. In the enéning when we returned the
bridge had been ouilt & also a iight trestle bridge had been thrown
across. Friday we crossed & moved in a S. W. direcetion apparently

as if we were going to aid the Gunboats on the James River. Gen'l

S——

Wessells, a Regular Kajor, commanded that Brigade, Graham being
north on gick 1eave.l Saturday heavy firing & raein. Bunday or-
dered to fall in & marching back towards Boitom!'s Bridge, struck
into the wad to Richmond, bivouacked near the rield where the
Tighting had occurred on Saturday. Thursday 29th after one or
tWo minor moves moved up to vwithin 4 or 3/4 of a mile of the

enemy. Casey's pickets were betwecn us & the enemy, Friday

a severe thunderstorm lasting for over 5 hours arose & a perfect

%
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deluge of rain descended. . Fortunately I had shelter in the Hospital‘
Tent . -By an order issued on Tuesday sll wagons save ambulances werex}
to‘zeméin across the Chicahominy. We had a rew regt'al qgggons with
us oontéining Hospital stores, H@Qrs baggage & one with provisions.

Saturday cloudy. About 1 P. k. heavy iiring towards our gicxet.lines ‘
‘began - artillery pgactice - two or three shells rell neer the camp ’
not exploding. Regardod the matter murely as & skirmish. I had justti

£
#at down to c ammence a letter to & rriend intenmding at the same time -

USTEIN

to write you, when orders came rrom Abercwvombie (Col. John J. who was |

den Stdhian

at one time com'dt of the Island & now com'dg us instead of WESsills)j.'
to be ready to fall in at a moments notiﬁe: The firing was now both ‘
musketry & artillery & very heavy. Shortly arter we. 4 were in line.

Two regiments of our Brigade were 8ff to the right, Abercrombie took
the Chesseurs & 23rd Penna. Vol. & moved oft to the railroad on our
right leaving us the only regiment of the Brigudc apparently as a
reserve. In front or us was a range of ritle pits "en echelon” & g

short distance beyond them telled timber. Within easy musket range

T

of the pits & beyond the relled timber was our line of outposts.
The ritie pits were on the brow of a slight slope. On our l#ft was
Miller's Battery of six pieces ~ the range of the guns being more to :
the right than I have marked them. Between the guns & us was a drain 3
of about a tbot wide made to carry orfr the water that had settled in i N
the pits. On our right wae a wood of mine trees gtending, the mwmrt
of the wood néar the road & also the ground in rear of us was swampy -
such was our positicn. The shell commenced rlying over us shortiy |
after we had rormed line in rather a too lively style to be pleasant

& occasioned a good deal of ducking of heads amongst us ail. The

Colonel allowed us to fall back a few mces 80 as to have theearth

37
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thrown rrom the pits more in rront of us & slso the top of the hill
.‘w.' & then gave the o;Lder "Lie down". The mounted offr's. dismounted -
I being among the numbér as I am & have been ever gince the 8th acting
a8 Adjutant, ours being sick. Here we lay tor seme time & while there
8ix (6) of our men were injured by pdeces or Bhell & one was xilled
outright oy & musket or rirle ball entering the top of his hesd as ne

was lying on the ground. By order ot Keyes who was nesr us at inter-

vals though no other Gen'l immnediately over us was oy during any part

of the right save @ouch once, the Colonely took the x¥nd position per-
ip.endicu.a.a.z.' to the rirst, the right regting on the road & the whole |
line in the standing wood & water. This was done in expectation of
an attack on our rignt. In g Tow minutes we cro}ssed the roa d &:

assumed & line parallel to the Tirsi « along tne ruad. THis was in

g@w a vood of pine trees & right around us was the canip of the Chasseurs.

 Here our men wer oraered w ;‘.I.ie down" ag before in order to prevent

being injured by pdeces of shell that wers rlying around us & also

husket balls that now commenced to come near our lines. 3By the way

)

while in our rirst pos:Ltion & shortly arter we hed rallen in Case¥is

piokets comme enced to come through the felled timber & the Colonel

.- rode out with pistol in hand & ordered many of them 'Lacx; they obeyed
hesitatingly & only went baci s Bhort distance to come out gt anothes
spo't. 3ut té return - while lying near the raad the Chaplain asked

' ~fhe Colonel it he had not better ridc down the road towards the rail-

road & see what was going on. ﬁe did so & soon returnea Saying the
énemy were couing up & as we then stood wounlad iarooably outflauk us.

Consequently insteaa of naving the line follow the road we took what

"1 have marked as the 3rd position. This was accoppliched by mgking

our righiv wing fall back so as to make an angie ot 45 degrees with
the line of the lert winge. 4]l this %as @ne quietly & in order &
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thrown rrom the pits more in rront ot us & also the top of the hill

%v'.& then gave the order "Lie down". The mounted oftr's. dismounted -
I being among the numbér as I am % have been ever since the 8th acting

88 Adjutant, ours being sick. Here we lay ror seme time & while there

o bt it i .-

81X (6) of our men were injured by pdeces or Bhell & one was Killed

outright oy a musket or rirle ball entering the top of his head as ne

was lying on the ground. By order ot Keyes who was near us at inter-

L v
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vals though no other Gen'l imnediately over us was by during any part
_ of the right save @ouch once, the Colonely took the ¥nd position per-
1p9ndicuiar to the rirst, the right regting on the road & the whole
line in the standing wood & water. This was done in expectation of
an attack on our rignt. In a rew minutes we crossed the roa d &
assumed & line parallel to the rirss along tne rvad. TPHis was in

a w00d of pine trees & right around us was the camp of the Chssseurs,

e~ Here our men wer oraerea m gLie down" as before in order to prevent
being injured by pdeces of shell that were Trlying ground us & also f
musket balls that now commenced to come near our lines. By the way :

)while in our rirst position & shortly arter we had rallen in Case¥is ﬁ

pidkets commec enced to gome through the felled timber & the Colonel ;

rode out with pistol in hand & ordered many ot them‘1acx; they obeyed
hesitatiingly & only went bacic s Bhort distance to come out at anothews
spot. 5ut t6 return - while lying near the raad the Chaplain asked
'-fhe Colonel it he had not netter ridc down the road towards the rail-
roadl& 8€e what was going on. ﬁe did so & soon returnea saying the
énemy were cowing up & as we then stood would ﬁrooanly outflauk use.

Consequently insteaa of having the line follow the road we took what

sl

I bave marked as the 3rd position. This was accomplicshed by making 3

our right wing rall back so as to make an angie ot 45 degrees with
the line of the lert wing. A]l tnis was @&one quletly'&: in order & Eéi?_hj
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the wen were cautioned in regarding to firing. A lull about % P.M.
had ocourred in the tiring & we all hoped from the cheers ot those

ahead that the day was ours. Bud soon the riring was renewed &

~vVolley upon volley of musketry broke upon the @€ar accompasnied by the

PR

whirring hiss or rirled snhot & shell. The musKets balis were now R
flying pretty tast & rather high afounda us. A‘regiment, the 87 N.Y. .
Vol. passea us on the read cheering a3 they went by on the double
~quick towards the rail road, hardly had their lert passed us ere
- orack! went a volley or musketry & they came scattering back pouring
througn the lert or our right centre(color) company, throwing it in
-"'some coanrusion put i; %WasS insvantly repuired. And now cazllc our varn
to share in the day's work. Hardly hed the fragments ot the 87tﬂ
. bassed our lines ere the right were engaged &.now the shrill music
of the rifle balls was heard about us & every sense or danger was
10st in the excitwent or the scene apound us. Previous tw tue .at- ,
%’tacx on us portions of the 235rd Penn. Vol. belonging to our Briigade,
had come Pack & Neill ("Beau") their Colonel was trying to ron.n‘
them in rear oI us. Ali the Col. & Lieut. Cols & I with the orricers
» Fould do was to keep the men steady. I don't mean that the men were
finclined TO run, rar rrom it but we were cohtending with an enemy of
which we knew notning. The men tired Steadlly & rapidly. The Xight
receilyed tne brunt of the aivtack. By, arrows (V') you will be
able to see how the tire came. Had the men been s tanding we would
‘have lost more. Finally when the fire came 1rom our rear Col. Adams
seeing we were outtflanked orderea the men of all back & they did so.
Up to this moment I had been on root, I now mounteca & hade hastily
to Jjoin the Colonel who was a little ahead returning slowly in order

to receive nis orders. A4s I rode along tne accounts of the retreat

Yo
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of Bull Run of now mounted men urgea their horses regardless af the

footmen rlasned across my mind ror I pressed rorward to reach the

T2

e

~~8pOT marked house on the Drow or a hill - here the Colonely & Wessellsg

%,,nho had joinea as others & myselt tried o urge the men w Zrfall in

by our colors, some did so & could we have had good grouna we would

g
]
3
3

‘&

have made a stand bgb:the bullets were rlying all around us =& £inding
it useless we reil Back determined to rbrm in rear or a range rirle
pits we had about % a mile back. 4 turn in the rvsd & a bit or wood
afrorded shelter rrom the encmy's shot.- now ve did not run dut moving
slowly back I riding oy tne Colonel's side & both calling to the men
,%fmat passed to morm at the pits we returned. A horse passed us at a
- rapid gaft. The{Col. called "Hallo Van Nesy" - I turned, there was
my Captain wounded, I roac naétily up. He tdlu ﬁe he was wounded in
two ppaces, arm & lo&er partv oI stomach & asked rer a Droe I told him

I did not «now where one was to b e rouna & that L haa to Stay bacxk.

U founa tne Color Seg't. & colors & halting thew ere reaching the

“epits we collected about & 100 of our men & marcned back with them.

el artmne e b ———— e A

Bhere we rormed. Phil bearney commanded these that we Tound there.
We were no pursued - we TOOK up our position, men coming in squads
—& singly. Ve lost 6 orrr's. ous or zs line orrrs. in the tight, one
Lieut. Geo. f. Rysdyk, Oo: "K", a aousin of Hodgson's & promoted in

my place was killed. Capt. H. S. Van Hess Co. "F", Capt. H. E.
'Bainals, Co. "D", Lieuts. D. R. Sulivan, Co. "&", 4. Belknap, Co. "E"

& Jo Croft, Co. "A", wounded. Hone of the #ield or Staff injured.

Col. struck hy a?sﬁent ball on s took but no harm done. Serg't Major
wounded and promoted on the spot by the Colonel for his gallantry &
coolness. Sunday morning a hcavy Infantry fight ocourred between

Richardson's & towards that close in part of Sedgwick's Div. took ;

et oo

%w: share in it. We had about 8 against 80,000 that day & whipped
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them. Gen'l. Pettigrew of 8. C. & other officers are prisoners. One

of the men said -they came out preparcd for 3 days fighting & determined

o
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%y to drive us aorocs the Chicshominy budk we hold our own & they have
gone back. Our loss in killed & wounded & missing must be owver 2000.
In ours we losthccording to this morning's return 180 out of 560
offrs. & men that we took into the fight. McClellan is reported to
“have told Abercrompie that his Brigade save{Saturday. The L. I.
Regt. fought independently &uring the whole day & I am not boasting
" when I say they fought admirably & only fell ba:K when enemy surrouhded.
_Our national flag has 21 bullet holes through it & the mark of a piece
of shell. The bearer escaped ?injured whereas the Reg'tal f£lag with
no holes in it had its bearer wunded. We have lost sorhe brave men -
Hov I esceped I uninjured in any way I can not say for the bullets
" flew thick & fast around me ,I #an assure you - I have thanked my God )
post sincerely & heartily i’ox" his kindness & protection & will you

‘offer up thanks for me too, my kother. My His Holy will be done

whether I live or die. Though 1 had 1 fall .Back believe me Mother
~ that I've done no act that \'roulé bring a blush to your check when
;}7011 gpeak of your son's conduct at the battle of "Fair Oaks". The

énemy were most- kind to those that we left in the’i'ield Saturday

night. They came out & gave them water saying "We remember what

you did to ours at Williamsburg" - "Cast you bread upon the waters

& gfter many days it will return to you again". |

I enolosg a rough diagram of our positiong. We have hhd
raih every dey or so & now a heavy storm is threatening. I-uill try

& write again shortly & answer your last letter. I wish I could

have 3 weeks leave now to see you & all my old class graduate.
By the way all our wounded are sent as soon as possible

t%,by Railrodd to West Point & there shipped north. Love to all

-~
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%\i'i_ends & relatives. - ‘ . f:“,
In hopes that we may‘both meet ere long (in health)
I remain
as ever
Yr. aff. son

- |  Hed --
‘ Direot as
_before to the
;)ame Brigade Division
&c & I think it will reach

me more gertainly

E. K. Ro g
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 Camp 1st Long Island (6f{fth NY VYol
_Graham's Brigade g

Negr Fair Yaks Vs
June 13th 1862

vv My dear Mother -

sk
1+t i o g S A

I received your letter of the lst on the 6th just
before starting from our bivousas in rear of the rifle pits to come
to this place. I had just Btven to Lieut. Van Nostrand of Co. K7 !
a letter of inti'oduction to you - gave it to him unsolicited Know ing ‘ |
that you would be ﬁé‘éo See one who had lately Ze2t your son &
could tell you about hiw. Van N- ig or 004 family o wus foruerly

[
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3 -‘)vrealthy. He is a gentleman by birth & educi*'cion. But all this I've
told you already., Mary Hamilton's photograph was rec'd., I've ®mrit-
ten them today & your letter ®ill go in the same mail with hers. I
sent you by express on the 11th Iy commission as 2nd Lieut. in this
Regiment. The Célonel finally determine& to accept them & according-

(i%ly they were forwarded to us & reéeived on the 10th. We are now
the 67th New York Vols. or lst Long Island - But 'tis only the last
hame & its banner that we gight. To our fidends ve are still the

‘ ')Long Islanders. MoClellan has Just passed along our line of defences

~h’eartily cheered as he past. As my mother you view everything with

'a prejudiced eye. You see porfection in Southerners & evil in the
men of the North. ‘ou have not becn here to see the way what few
people that have remained are treated by us, Safeguards given them
& on the advance of the army a guard left to prevent any one pillag-
ing if they felt inclined. Their property (grain & fodder) bought
at fair prices & paid for in Goverhment nobes or coin & not in shin
pPlasters. Their food where they'd sell it bought by the soldiers
and paid for at exhorbitently high prices. Their houscs & families

'y




respeoted even if they are the most bitter recesh & yet these very
people who have been protected & if in want of food allowed to buy

—

. 1% at government ratcs while we:were witn them, have, when we are

gone formed guerrilla bands resaly to pick off any straggler, To 35

Show you how MoClellan regards piilaging let me cite to you a8 case. B S

The lst Sunday after lecaving Williamsburg an order was issued ap-
‘pointing a Military Commission to try all persons offr's & men

found guilty of marauding - A Cagt&in was brought before this

gommnission eharge[with "buying a mule knowing it to have been
stolen", . Found quilty & sentenced to be broken of his rank & con- i

. “\ .
fined for 3 gears at hard labor in the Penitentiary at Washington

Qigx.g_the gentence wgs approved. Does that look like allowing

a descration &c of their houses? Young Washington Johnson's Aide,

PRS-V

thet was capmre‘rthe other &@ay was one of the Class that I belonged
to when I lc¢ft the Academy. I did not see him - I saw Ned on the

. e
(. same evening I received your lctter - He was W}l - Would like to

hear from some of his family - however - My regards to ¥Minnie when

you next see her. About Katie's boardins at the convent - Do you

:...1;.1 L .

© jthink it wil be best for? What will be the cost? Will she be

il

entirely under the control of the Sisters & not liable to be inter-
fered with by Aunt H-? or any one.else? If you Jjudge 1t to be

best I will try & raise the means from my pay to xeep her there,
‘One year cohstantly applied to proper study will do much for her. : -T

Let me know what you think avout it when you next write. We may
expect at any woment s battli@ but I hardly think we'll play as

prominent a part as we did in the last; there are many troops:
ahead of us & large reinforcements coming up daily. It will be

a hard fight when it does come for RKichmond depends upon it. We

¥ AP
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are now within shout 5 miles of R. though our camp is only about

6% from it. The roads heve been in a terrible condition dbs thanks

.:{j

to the railread upon which trains run daily to Whitc HOouse we do

\wnot suffer for went of provisions.  Yesterday & today have been

PEESTRRIPY 349

very warm days the first real summer days we have haﬁ. Previous
to yesterday we were pretty certain to have a raineave?y day or
night. Our dead are buried & our seriously wounded either sent
to the Washington Hespitals or élse forwarded norﬁh. There again -

- our railroad came into good‘%gg$Y£ad it not been for the care it
would have becen a long tedious job to forward our wounaed to White

: ~House only 18 miles off & many more would have been added to our
list of "died from wounds rec'd in battle" than we now have.
svery attention possible has been shown to the wounded both Union
& Recesh. Prom what I can ;earn Ssurmer has applied %o have our
Brigadc temporarily attached to his Corps in order to have men

1 that would stand fire on picket & our Regiment is regarded very
highly. If I live to sece Hichmond I shall make application to
Gen'l Hitchcock to exert his inflftence to have me appointed a
Lieut. in the service. I wish I could be at West Point to see

—me 0ld classmates graduste - though not allowed to be there yet
I can participate in the joy that they feel in being free from
the mcademic restriction & allowed to take their mrt as officers
in the U. S. army. What diffevence does irth make in a man's
-qualificatioms to be an officer: Though I regard highly the fact
that I am s gentiemen by birth & I trust by education yet I am

undcmooratic encugh to bédlieve s man is not dependent upon the
mere accident of birth to render him competent to gommnand, in
other words Bank's mekes a much better Gen'l. that L. F. Graham

G
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. our present Brigadier, who is an oM regular offiger, If a battle
4 Occurs soon & I am engaged & come out alive which may God grant, O
I shall write you to let you know of my safety. If I fell I have

PR, AR 5

friends who ®ill attend to my body & see to the sénding of my ef-

fects home. Let me hear whenever you have time.

Love to Uncle Aunt & all
' Truly yr Son
Ned

.\\Hy prayers are offered daily for yowcontinuance in health. You

Ly sl ..'_)... .

must take good care'df yourself rfor if I aun wounded I shall look
to my Mother for care & mursirig - The?axc;‘:se as when a little boy
I might. had I known it, have sung "Rock me to sleep Mother",

| ' ‘ ‘ Your boy,

Ned

17
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from the original uzing exact
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‘ Mrg. K. K. Russell
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HiQrs lat Long Island
July 7th. 1862.
Camp near Harrison's Landing
on James River

My dear Mother: ' o 1

oo . . e
. T SRR
: ot i Tk b bt

I reo'd Aunt Mary H's short letter on 5th & yours
on 6th acknowledging the receipt of the money I sent. Your letter
of the 22 was rec'd on 26th while I was on a tour of pickets with
our Brigade near Casey old lines., During the latter pa:rt of the |
day heavy firing (cannonading) was heard on our extreme right &
late at night about 9 -cheering was heard along our whole lines

\_ & for about the first time since our arrival Before Riclmond a
bend commenced playing National airs & we sent in to find ouf what
it was for & they said McCall had whipped the foe badly &c - The
next day (Friday) 27th we had hardly come off picket & after 2 or
3 miles mérching were resting ourselves in orders came to break '_up ‘

(,W camp & move. After going a short distance we halted near a ranée
of rifle pits that we had aided in congtructing. While there we
heard thet the 3rigude that had relicved us on pioiket had had a

) brugsh with thce enemy Jus: after we left. About 7.®, M, we were
on the move for the right our line (porter's),. We arrived at
MoClellan's HiQrs about 10 P. M. & throwing ourselves upon the
ground sought such rest as we could preparatory to going into a
fight on the merrow. But about 1 A. M, we were again line &
moving back we pmssed the rifle pits & took the read (Williamsburg)
heading to cl;ickahominy & from that we branched into the one le‘ad-'

ing through White QOsk Swamp. After about 7 houmrs marching with
only a few halts we came to where Casey's Division was lying here

We halted several hours to rest & then we all started again and

by late in the evening had halted at "Twin Osks". Our men gom=



menced to come in from the time we halted till late in the evening.

What with the picket the march to Porter's & then to the Twin Qaks

& without a chance to have a regular meal our men were pretty well
have

tired out & when unable to keep up would/to fall out this caused

a great deal of straggling. Sundsy morning early a species of cheexr

gomewhat like what little boys in the street give, a few shots the
thunder cf cannon & then cavalry cﬁming dn on & gallop and crying
"Fall in, £all in" brought us ali out in line. Soon the excitement
suhsided & we commenced to see a number of “recesh cavalry men" )
brought in disarmed. They said they had only arrived at Richmond

a day or two before & were apart of Besuregard's force. They came
out on a sgout. Their Major was killed. They had come upon our
cavalry which fell back in some disorder they pursued & sudéanly
one of our batteries opered on 'em with grape & canisters which
hed the effect to cause them to turn sbout & start full tilt for
Richmond. They had not probably expected to find any of our troops
in that part of the Peninsula as they had becen constantly in the
habit of coming down there on scouts. A1l that day our troops

were coming in & by 6 P.ii. whén again started the fields near us
were crowded with moving masses. We had gone some distsnce & had

halted (our regiment) after crossing a little brook when Gen'l
Keyes rode through the Division & told us not to speak aloud or
light a pipe or segar & to keep tagather on the march. That marei
on the night o; the 29th & morning of fhe 30th will hsrdly b9 for-
gotten by any.who participated in it. Moving forward slowly, halt-
ing every now & then on account of obsiructions we ZLept on our way
t1l1 about 6 o'eclock when we reached our holting place for the day.
Through that long column when usually was heard the laugh the song
& jist hardly a sound could be heard. But once & few shots behind

SO
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us quused soma: httle exgitement but quietly word was passsd to

the different colonels to look aut for cleared fields on aither
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B8ide of the road invo mhioh to move in case of an attack but none
wes made fortunately. A small body of the enemy then could have
created a terriblé panias for we wacked pretty olosely in that

PRI NI I

narrow road, "Twas a beautiful winding, country road & 1in peace-
ful times would have mede a splendid drive but in the night we had
1ittle fhance to see & admite its beauties. During Monday we rested
‘ourselves bud about 3 we commenced to move agéin. MéClellan pasgsed

along the line. After a short march of about 2 miles we ascended

what is called ™Malvern Hills". An attack had just commenced &
gshot were flying quite musically; in moving by Brigade a shot p=s-

sed near one of our officers & the wind knoocked him down, another
gtruck very near the hind legs of Lt. Qol. Cross's horse throwing -
the airt all over tvhe beast but foitunately no harm was done. Our
éunboats came into. play & soon silenced a rebel battery on our left.
Phe firing was kept until pretty late & while anxiously listening

a person rode from Reg't to Reg't & said "We've bealen the enemy ‘ é
& oaptured sé#eral Qf‘ﬁheir batteries™. The next day Tuesday the '
1st abouf'Qi heavy artillery fire commsenced on both gldes & finally' ' i
the Brigade was moved forward & ordered to lie down near the foot |

‘of a little hill, Here we la:y till about 4 P. M. & untily 12% the o
ghell were flying over us & through the woods in our rear then there

was a cessation until 2 when it commenced again & Was kept up un-
till near 8% or 9 P, M. It was about 4 when rising up from our

recumbent positions olimbed the fence in front of us & moved for-

e ;
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ward in less than an hour having formed our line to meet an attempt_i
of the enemy to outflank us we moved on & coming in sight of them

with & cheer "ours" & snother reg't rushed at "a charge" at them.
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We were still several hundred yards from them when they"skedaddled"

for & wood just back of them. -As soon as We saw this we halted & re-

dressed our lines & as they came out the musketry began. "Secesh"
dropped like lesves in autumn before our fire but the place of the
fallen was supplied by fresh ohes - few of their shots reached us.
I think it must have been owiﬁg very much to their being poorly
armed - Having used up a great part of the 60 rounds per man & the
musce ts becoming foul our reg't was relievea by another but we only |
drew off from the infantry fire & lying down on the ground we became

exposed to another danger from our own grape & canister passiggcover

us. We lay there nea¥ly an hour and then the firing being somex.hﬁat_'

on the decregse we marched off. But for the few hours we were the-re'
was a hot fire of musketry., A4nd now for the first time did I have

& chance to sce a fight in‘an open field. I walked cooly up & down
the line & watched the men. Here the men were busy firing away
cheering & talking as they did it, another was a little ways back

trying to ran down a cartridge - & third finding his musket foul
was dasning across a suort space that sepfrated us from the 6lst

was in rear of us & a sort of reserve, I saw not a man flinch but
'twas one constant state of excitement & tumult. I can say it

thenikfully that during my whole campaign I've never seen a man

~killed or wounded though after & in a battle I have seen wounded

men yet I've never scen a man struck. What is more singular still

I've hever seen.any live rebels opposed to me that I could swear

were rebels though I saw on Tuesday what okhers 8aid were rebels.

I8ve never bcen on a battlefield immediately after an action so

that a great part of war's horrors I've not seen though I've been
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geveral times in the Hospital after a battle & that part 1s fruly

‘siokening. - But let me hagten to & cldése, Having been relieved

y another reg't we drew off a short distance where we were out

the .
of/immediate range of the enemy's bullets though occasionally

they would come whizzing over us. But our greatest danger was
from our own grape which being fired al a low elevation of gun &

we glose by ceme hurtling right over wherc we day. It made us

_hug Mother Earth much tighter I can assure you. About 9 P. M. ‘

the fight ceased & a short time before we were marched off. We

FRNVIE SR N

lay down a 8hoiri distance from battlefield & glept till about 1 or
)
2 & then up & resumed our road to Harrison's Landing about 3 miles

from which wé are now encamped restiﬁg & recovering from our fa-

14 (Lt, Col 1 4dJ) Aotg & 12 line offrs)
We took 34 offrs/ & 367 men & lost 1 offr wounded & 41

tigues.

men 1 men killed & 3 missing - 1 offr was wounded Monday P. M.

\e>(0apt. Peck was the one wounded Tuesday, Hadgson is lmid up sick,
rhoumatism from exposure & had to go away on 3rd. We have only i
7 line offrs 1 Lt. Col 2 Surgeons 1 Chsplain 1 Qr Mr 1 Actg Adj
" {I) left out of 37 offrs. The rest are away sick or wounded
2 of the sick ones are supposed to have bekm taken at Saréges.

I am sbout as healthy as any offr in reg't. Fell in good spirits
and have plenty of brain work to do. Now would be a good time

with so many vacancies to apply. Will make a rough sketch of _ %
letter to HF and forward to you. Townsend aeégsﬁtion, a good oﬁe
I think, With him, H - & Gen'l. Havards I think I could succeed-
Will write Aunt Miary soon. 3urnt your letters, Don't write please
any more such anti-letters as your last but one. Iove to all &'
may God bless & keep you & all my friends ever prays Yr. aff son

' _ . ea .
B, K. Re . i

e firite goon to me
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H Qrs 1st L. I1i. Reg'to
Nr. Harrison's Va

Aug, 14th 1862

My dear Mother -
. I received your letter of the lst on the 5th. I

made my application to stanton yesterday. Wrote Gen'l N. & en-
olosed it & a copy of my letter to S, to Townsend. I made the
correation you suggested. The letters I sent varied but little

ih substance from the fopies I forwarded you. 1 say Ned Kirby
| last might. He has not heard from home dor over a month, at least-
- not since he has been here., He was slightly indisposged.

A movement of some importance is now going on. Knapsacks

of men & officers surplus baggage is being put on board of trans-
portis as also all the siege train of the Army. Wherewe are to g0
to I don't know. Bvery?h_ggg is on speculation nawadays in regard
to our future destingtion. We were to hape started Monday at 2 P. M,
- but we are still here - (Thurdday 4 P. M.) Vireet your

letters as of 0ld to the "Army of the ™otomac" via Washington D. C.

Give Reg't Brig. Div. & Corps names. Some say that part & form

Divison baggage was mariked "Washington". Are we to join Pope?

We are afloat on a sea of ddubt. Pfegént appearanmesg would look

to our going by shipping - I wrote Katie on 2nd. Yid she receive
1t? Sunday 10th I saw Lt. Col. Sardie of Mc CIellé.n's ataff, 'Yqu, ,
recollect him he used to be at Fort Purnbull & casled Katie his
"little wife" &e. Met me very aordisllyl lLnquired after Aunt,

you & Winfiaic’l'. &c. The Sunday Previous (3rd) Fisher was up here

& he obatined from Lt. Col Cross a very complimentary letter in
regurd to me. Soeaking well of my conduct under fire & in the

performance of my duty &c. The létter was addredded ¥0 Ausst.
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Adj. Gen'l., Seth Williams on MoClellan's statf, I had not spoken
to Cross at all about my intention W apply for the Regulars & it

88 at Fisher's request he wrote the letter ~ F - showed the let- |
ter to Hardie"& Webdb (formerly my "_Math" Instr at W.P.) & they | °
approved of it. A day or so ,afterldﬁ. ‘Gen'l Thomas was:dt HO o
Qrs & Jack asked Hardie if he thought it would be s | good thing
to commit Thomas in procuring my appointment - H - gaild "Yes" -
& took the matter in hand by asking Thomas if he recollected Dr.
Russell of the Army &c. T~ remembered Father & affer a little
talk the letter was handed to himl He like it & said there was
o ‘ fussell

no objection that my name was not"Wendell Phillips™ or some
other name that vould carry with it a polidical siénifioation -
Hardie recollected me upon Jack's deseribing who I was & when I
had met him. He told Yack tha:t he waé sorry I had not seen him
in Washington ror then he ¢ ould have aided me but now McClellan

i0ck is down somewhat & he can not obtain all that he would wish.

I trust I shall hear fagorably from my application.

Col Adams returned on 6th. On 7Tth Lt. Col. Cross was
..,}t.ailed with 10 men & Capt. Van Ness (now in Astoria) to go on
recruiting. I rode wit him down to MeClellan's H.ers in order
to complete some negessary arraggements ere he left & on the way
back broached the subject of my application. By the way Fisner

had told him in my presence what result had attended his letter
to Williams I thanked him for his kindness & spesking further
about it he said he wculd aid me all he could. Sundgy I spoke

to Col. Adams & he spproved of it & advised me as I was ging to
make the military life & profession to "tase the tdde at its

flood" - There were a number of vacancies: now & I might stand
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& god chance. Everything favors. It remains now for §tanton

tc; avnrove or diséppr_ove. Give my lotve to all. I wil1l write

At Mary soon. Write as usual, Be not worried if I am silent 4
for I heve now s large pile of unansetred I tters owing t my :
having no clerk to do my officdal writing & it 11 falls on me.
| God bleéé yéu Mo ther,
| : Your aff son

Ned ' e
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Elqre 1st Long Island
%h, : CGamp n#r, .Offlults(?) Cross
Roade. Road to Poolesville
Sept 8, 1862 Ma.
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My dear Mother

I wrote you a few lines on arriving in Alexandria

e s
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on 31st saying we were going to the front. Monday lst we made -i7§

-

the true start. Ve only went on a short distance Sunday night . ﬁ

& then halted, while the Brigade went ahead in order to provision

\ -
‘upe Zarly Monday we started # taking the road (Little &fiver Turn-

L I ST

pike which by the way is one of the best I have ¢ver travelled in
Va) we marched at the rate of 8 miles an hour. ‘e made frequent
halts fo rest the men. We’passed a large nimber of stragglers,
armed & unarmed bad2onging to other‘Reg‘ts, the majority having
%wy their féet turned towards Alexandrias. Hardly any veing bound in
the same ﬁirection with us. We could not get any information in
regard to our Brigade. About 1 B. M. we reached the outskirts
_)of Feirfax O, H. & halted to rest & eal dinner. In the course
.of an hour & a half or two hours an aid of Couch's rode up & or-

dered us to move forward immediately. The Brigade was about one

J T T S T S

(1) mide shead. Arrived on the ground sbout 4 P. M. Shortly .. j ;
after cannonading & volleys of musketry were heard. It had com- ‘
menced to eloud .up & ere long a heavy storm of rain burst upon

us. In the pauses of the storm the¢ sounds of the distant fight
sonld. be beard, We were held ag a,Regexye,. JShorily stler,nlght
fall the riring ceased. Wrapped in my cloak which had kept me

dry I lay down on two rails to sleep. About midmight the falling - S

of rain around me again & while it lasted I sat un but as soon a® a,vi
3
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o cdasdd I was aésn visiting the land of Nod. The rumble‘of
what I supposed vo be Artillery going to the front could be heard
during the greater part of the night. he next norming proved n
that it was Artillery & Baggage Wagons foming in. 1I'll have to
@hange my pen for a pencil. Zhe penholder too short.

We remained during the whole of Tuesday ready to "fall in"

- But abdut 4 P, M. commenced our March back towards Alexandris.

Some distance to aur rear could be heard shelling as if a desul-
tory artilléry practice was being kept up. By 11 P. M. We had
halted on the outskirts of Alexandria. \iednesday 3rd marched
through 4. & halted near the "Coal ﬂparf". While here I rec'd
your letter of Aug. 24th ? one twem Mr. Davis. ?hat is'the
la.test date of any letter I've rec'd. About'5 P.ll. we were em-
barked on the "Williamsett"(?) (Ferry Boat) & steamed up the
Potomac to Georgetown, marched throggh City to Aqueduct Bridge,
orogsed over to Virginia side & bivouacked for the night. Next

morning marched to Chain Bridge & camped on'ground 8 little below

. that we had ocoppied on our return from Va. in Mereh. I refer it

you remember to the time when we started to g0 to Manaséess. Here
b

we expect, to remain some days. When we crossed the Aqueduct we

passed a numver of paroled prisoners that Jackson had released

I believe.,

e _.J
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Russell
1st Long Island

Lieut & Aog Ad]

l~1ers Letter
aund K.
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This letter i@is copied verbatim

from the original using exact

spelling, punctuation and,as

near as possible, same margins.

It is enclosed in an envelope
éddressed:
Due 3
Mrs. K. K. Russell
69 Willoughby Street

Brooklyn

; Long Island
Pencilled notation: "Oct 3rd
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Camp of lat L. I. Reg't
o Couch's Division
: Franklin's 6th) Corps -
Nr. Downesville Md
Oct. 3rd, 1862

iy dear Mother -
I rea’d your letters of Septe 7th & 17th on leth :
& 23rd. I red'd the ($XX)zgou enclosed on the lst of Aug. Lt :E
- Kent that brought the letter from Joe Kirby is a classmate of i
Ned's. I am much obliged to you for the stamps you sent bat un- . |
fortunately the letter became damp vwdth perspiration & now they |
) are all fast on the inside. I suppose the\hetter would now pass 5%

under the new tax bill as.being written on stamped paper - I re-

turn you some of my double stemps perhaps you can rass them for .{
éggggg. The P. 0. mdy take them back & give you single stsmps
in place of them. Lieut. Van Nostrand caught up to the Reg't

Just after we had péssed €hrough Shapsburg on the 19th of Septe. B

I rec'd all the things you sent me. Why didn't you send me a line
with them. I have plenty of handkerchiefs (silk) white handker=
‘) chiefs collars &c &c .
I should be very glad to see Van a Lieut of regulars even
1 I do not succeed. He is s good fellow & X like him much. I
am atill Actg Ad] & wish most sincerely I was back with my compy.
The life is too confining to suit me. At timeshardly an hour I

can call my own. Obliged to stay in camp when others can leave .
the Chapel alone - What s the t & power to ,remov

%gp géga &uggp lﬁﬁi
Let the Chapel atand. By taking it down he will derive no benef§ \ehkd'
from it & by leaving it up even if a Presbyterian or someone else

preaches in it what does it matter. Tis all the same thing in

al
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.the lines & reo'd our hearty chcers (American cheers & as unlike the

- bt ¢ et mr s nTEy oTETT T ——'"”—'_"";{}?!

effect, 1t is God'e word. If done to annoy the Dr. & cause him to
resign, the condudt ia that of a petty tyrant & not of an offr or a

gentlemsan.

S0 you think that it is thg heads that prevent a setile-

ment of this unhappy war. Of course, you refer more particularly to
"A. Le & Co.™ & not to "J. D. ot al". There is where we differ. 'Tis
for Jeff's iﬁte:est,-as he thinks, fo hold on. Let me bring up my note%

L}

of past events., The 14th Sept (Sunday) saw us on the march towards

Harper's Perry. Touards evening wé halted near Jefferson from which :
Place could be seen the flash of the guns whose thunder had been broughyi
to our ears all day. We rationed & then moved forward some 4 or 6 }
miles & halted for the night. The noxt day we were again on the tramp j
passing throggh Burkittsville at the foot of the hill which Slocum hsd |
teken the day before, HB;P on Surday when our men pushed through to
take the heigh%?’in.front of them the women & people poured forth

"en masse" into the streets in spite of the rebel shells that were

falling near & cheered our men on. And we took the pass though Secesh

had well planted batteries & stonewalls to fight behind. we halted’

4

at the top & while there Slocum the hero of the hour & day rode throughi

rebel yell as light is from day. oué cheers are full, round, resonant,l

theirs a miserable snueal like the bark of a snarling cur - That day
we halted in "Pleasant Valley" the other side of "the pass™ - Onj the

. . KR
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17th the ”iviéion,started on é tramp to Harper's Ferry 6 or 8 miles
off arrivéd witﬁin a milé of it & then "Right about march™ passing
our camping ground in Pleasant Valley wé marched on through Rohvers-
ville & other little places till about 9 or 10 pm when we bivouacked
for the night. By daylight of 18th we were aézn up & soon aftexr

]
-1

.

moving forvard. The previous day's march had been about 18 or 20 miles;;,

CL




in all & with no meal time till suppertime st 10 P, M. After halting .

-~ rations had been issued. 3But to return we moved forward about a

e mile & halted for some time then again ralling in & take up our

line of March we passed thro ii‘gh",‘Keedysville" I believe & crossed
the Antietam Creek near the bridée from which our brave boys had
driven the rebel foe the day berfore. 'Twas:m\beautirul position

to hold. Steep banké on which artillei;y well served could have

a i'aked troops approaching ere they could arrive to glose raxige.

| Winding ®ound the base of the banks we rinally resched the top.-
,.\}Shor.tly arter our Qr Mr. Sergt handed me a small mail & amqQyng the

41'et1;ers I found your of the 7th. About 10 A. M. we were sent for-

ward to relieve a portion of the troops on the outer lines. The
mounted oifrs went dismounted. As we app®Pached the sharp music

of the Minie could be negrd.. we passed 8 house tha.‘ﬁ had been des-

troyed to s great extent by shells. It was near here that one of the

(wg Privates of the Regt had his little finger struck by s stray bullet

80 that the finger wss amputated. His name is Charley Bissell, an
~0ld triend of Sus & a playmate of both Dwight & I. Aunt Sarah
Jprobably knows him. We formed our line of battle below the crest
--of a little rddgé & had thrown out about 15 paces ahegd of us & on
the top of the ridge about a dozen ridettes. Here we lay & ever
& anon we'd hear the whiz & thin the spat of a bullet as it struck

~in our neighborhood.

battlefield. Two hundred paces ahead of us was the picket line of

the enemy; about noon they displayed a rlag of truce - for the fun
& novelty of the thing, with our triend Capt. Charley Belden I an-

swered it. They widhed to Hook for their wounded & bury tneir dead.

Aftor some necessary delay permission was granted. While the tlag

0%

.The ground we were on was part of Wednesday's

coe ‘:‘;».
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" Ppjcket line I was some 50 or 40 paces inside their lines with my

lasted I was t a greater or Resser extent between the two lines,
looking at the dead, taking ohe wounded from their hands &o & at

one time by the carelessness of the oftr(lieut) in command of

party of "sti'etcher men", How the Col. comdg the pickets aid row

the poor f.uff upld I conversed vith a number or otfrs & men (rebs)

& the genéral desire was that the war was over. All secemed to de-

. plore it. Among the otrrs I met was Capt. Lane of Arty (a son of
Gen'l Jun Lang ofbregon) Lene was at the dcademy at the seme time

. with mjselff.’ & in the claas-anead ot me, I thus had a chance ¢f in-

quiring arter old friends & classmates now in Secessia. I also met
a Col X, C. Hfll or Lee I think was the name who had been tormerly

a Lieut in the same éompy that MoClellan's father~in-law was Capt.
‘of, the 4th Infantry I th;.nk. it was. i1l or Led¥ I am not certain
which ®as the last name was a very R ne looKking gentlemenly man.

I went over part of the rield with him to seg¥ch for his dead &: he
showea how one ot our pieces had enriladed him & in a very snall
space we gounted over 30 of his Regt desd. The field was strewn

. With the rebel dead. Most of the rebels I met were very poorly

shabbily dressed. Only once ofricer did I meet who was dressed like ) )

a gentlemen & wasn't he the pink of perfection. He was The best &
. mattiest dressed o:éfioer I have seen ror a long tme. His unitorm
was Cadet Geey faced inside with ligt{t blue. He had on a clean
shirt with a diemond shirt pin & bore himseif with the air of a.

gentleman. Belden arterwards learnt that he was a South Carolinian
of good family. He had been educated at St. vYemes (Episcopal)

Collége not tar trrom our present camp & when the rebels were passing
by he hada stopped to See tae Presiacute The fla. g of truce was

brought W a sudden terminagtion by shots coming from the right of

YR W AR P,




. 3he offr oi’ the:lr pic&cet Gnard & their men mmediately

\y atarted touards tha a,pot where tln ahota came from crying Stop that ,4
ﬁ.ring & I returned to my Regt. :
. 'But t1s time for the mail to go & I ¥ill have to close. | g
I will write a,ga.in .800N.
' Love to all j
o a Yr aff son |
Ned
)
«
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Hdcrs 1st Lon &Island

_ 3rd Brigade (@Rochrane's) .3
- 1st Divigion (Newton's) 2
- 6th Corps (Smith's) o
My Address Left Grand Division 3
eor Army of Potomac .
vis Camp nr Stafford C. H. Va ;
. Dec. lst 1862 :
Washingston . :
My dear Mother .
Your letter of 19th ult was rec'd the night before :
- ?hanksgiving & I can assure you that I was very thankful indeed.to :
see onae more your familiar haddwriting. It was exactly a month ;

Ty Dbetween tha receipt of your last two letters. I hed wondered why ,ﬁl.

it was I had not heard from you. Since I wrote.you at Berlin, I
have deen on the tramp a great deal & vhen not so occupied have
heen engsged ver& much iq my office duties. Like yourself in
writing this I am "stealing from the small hours". When I wrote
in hy last about returnigjuto %he command-af my company I referrgd
o to the fact that I then hoped & expected to be sble to go back to
my duties in the"Line" & being lst Lieut in the @bsence of the
Captain I would have a@umanded. By the way though I understand
that Peck is Lieut Col of a new Reg't or has resigned on a/c‘of
hia wound in &hich case I hope to have my compy. I am next to the
senior lst Lieut. of the Regiment. Por rcasons the senior will |
not be promoted & I think I shall fight hard against any Junior
- being put over me. I shell try & write Townsend once more. Con-
gress now beidg in sésaion if I was in W - I would mske #&he ap-
plication in persoﬁ.& try & work it through. What can possess
Col Loowis to acvt in toe way he does to Dr. MoV & Mr. K. Have
you seen Dr., MoV. lately., I trust you will not forget to all
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remember me kindly to the good man. 'Pis too bad that the Kendells :
had to leave the Island after living there so long. Ve have had
with slight exceptions, lovely weather for éur Fall campaign. We

(I refer to the Line offrs & men) are living out in “shelter tents".

The days are quite cool & the nights very cold. Ve all think that
the removal of MgClsellan was 8 gresat shame, Wild rumors of resig-

nations & open outbreaks in different parts of the "4 of P" on a/o

of it were about for several days after it oceuz;{éd. We are once

more "in statii guo™. The army as a body is a believer in McClellan

in spite of the Northern press. We only wish that some of his vili-

fiers had to undergo somé of our hardships instead of taking the war

easily at home & criticiming the movements of our Generals. Fremont

R "§ A

i

is far below paer. He & Pope are put together. our political Generals

have been the ruin of our- best armies. Palitics & milidwry have no-
thing to do with each other. They should be as distinet as the Pole
is from the Equator - otherwise there will be a érashing together
ofithese two discordant elements & one or the other must give way
& fboo often "tis the | s ldiers that "goes to the wall” while the poli-

t'ic‘ian remaing "lord of all he surveys". Butler is one of the few

" Gen'ls. that have never had to take back what he has uttered. He
" has done more in a.:qniet but determined way to gettle "Secesh" than

mny of our Gen'ls, with all their proclamations. The 0ld adage

“Brag is a good dog but Holdfast is a better”, has proved true. _
He issound in his gtatements & firm in having his orders axecuted,
We hope to soon see the Pay Master with our 6 monthspay. In which
ozse I will be able to send you a large remittance. I would give a
good price to be able to eat a Christianlike Naw York plein dinner.

Pork & beans bacon hard crackers rice & coffee are our principal

it
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articles of fo'dc},. Fresh meat according to our circumstance jtf.l_i;ee.

or four timesa week. We eat to give body & soul to:gethérl & not

beoasuse we have a particular reliah for the things we have. I 8till i
en;loy good heail;th. Nothing but a slight cold troubling me - we ave !
8 tolerable hardy set now, Our 0ld campaigners go through hardships :
in the way of marches & fatigues that use up completely the men that ?
enlisted for bounty. Poor "bountyites!! 'Twere better that they

| had stayed at home than to come out here & be subjest to the jeers

- of ‘their couradesd, Little mercy is shown for the men 'ihds obtained. ’._i{;

A 'Twas a bad pcliey I think the offering of any beyond the $25 of the' 1

$100 bounty & the one month's advance. If men would not volunteer

the draft should hage been resorted to. Drafted men should have

been sent from Néw York State ere this, yet never a one have we seen

as yoet. The war has to be progecuted earnestly & not mske any childis
piay of it, It should be made to hurt & then it will come sooner to

an end, But I will have to stop this strain & also my letter, Give
my love to Katie & Aunts &c & to all my .'B'.klyn friends, Have yéu
) _heard. from Josie lately & how was she? Where is Ned Kirby? Who
" was that Kirby Smith that died lately? Not Cousin Frances Webster's

nephew? ' P
Wit h much love 5 |
"I am aff- N
B Q .
‘ Your son | * 1
To : Ned g .
Mrs. K. K. Russell )
; w
68 Willoughby Street &
cr
Brooklyn, L. I. g
. )

4’ '

&N
‘
A e dhrtined! | V.o ta mbetmt e b

P S T A et d it

S s cot—a s -+t wh rws  w msa te s v e asas b e et e —— e s s - o delARS « o anmn s s St e o




. _ ; Field ngar Barnard's Hbuse
. : ' Below Fredarickahurg
9 am Dec, 14th 1862

beﬁer,
' ' o on .
Your letter of the 5th rec'd, We're neas ‘the field

of battle. Ahga&‘og us skirmishers firing. wa're nnder fire of';-

‘f »ahall & shothyéetéidny. Lost only 7 (Privates) wounded. Am Bafet
:* | & well save a cold. 0ur Division the first to orosa below P -
. } on' the eyening of llth Couoh's old Divison crossed lst below &
, ) Couch's Corps oroseed lat at P 8o 'tis said.
The great battle & I hope the decisive battle of this
war is now in progress. I trust it will be the "beginning of
the emd", - | |
Love to all - In haste as the Chaplain is §

waiting to take letters. Goodhye.

Truly
son
Tr AL bwether . .
. ‘ Ned -
Iove ta Sister Katie tell her to be a comfort & blessing to you
E. K. R.
Remabber me to all

o e @
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Camp of lat Long Island
Where 1s Cousin Near. the Rappahannock
Wm Belton? Decr, 17th, 1862
WhattReg't, what rank?
I may be able to hear of him through
prisoners.
B. Ko R,

U VI
B S TP LIV

My dear Mother =~ . 4 ‘
I wrote you a few huriied lines on the l4th while o |

I was on the other- side & in ovder to reliesve any anxiety you may have

in regard to my safety I write now. We regrossed the Rappahanock

on the night of the 15th & early hours of the 16th. This experiment

has cost the country the b2aéod of 15 or 16000 men (Union) in killed

& wounded & as far as we 0sn Sce we are no farkher advanced by it

than before we orossed. The enemy have a strongly fortified posi-

tion. Our lines on the left wing & center were advanced two or

three miles from the river-ere they approached to their works. For

that distance the land is entirely cleared & slightly rolling. Then

comes & belt of woods in which the enemy had their advsnce lines &

outworks. Fortunately for us our Brigade were never out on the ex-

treme lines & only once on Saturday did we approach very close.

While so lying the rebs opened a hattery suddenly & for about 15

minutes twas very hot firing on both sides. At the end of that

time they were silenced by ln.'iring part of their pieces disabled.

By their fire our Reg't lost 1 man mortally wounded 3 rather

geriously & 3 slightly. We expected every day to be brought for-

werd but much to my suprise on the évening of the 15th we commenced

to leave for'tother side. Ere sun rise all save some stragglers

I beliave werws suross & the bridges up. It took the troops that
were over avout 3 dauys to oross & yet in a single might all our

'Artillery & troops recrossed. Fortunately for us there was no

moon & the wind was blowing from the rebels so that we passed over
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without Interruption. While over we had had no rain if there had
been any I foudbt if we would: ever have brought off all our artil-e

lery. Abont 4 o'clock in the morning of the 16th it comgmenced to '
rain & about 10 o'olock it oeased but it rendered the reads almost

-

impagsgble for Artillery &c. Thua Providence was with us, Erom
this side we can se¢c scattering rebels iravelling over the same

fields that we were lately encamped on. What ‘will be next on the
. programme I wot not. But they can not much longer entertain the
idea of prosecutiing & Winter campaign. Iast night was the first
_j;ime since the 10th that I slept under the shelter of even s shelter
:bent. With few ezcepiions the whole army si:cl:'g it orossed the R -
have slept in the open air. Generals & all shared alike. We have
been favored with very fine pleasant weatheu during the month. The
night of tke 1llth was very c;old indeed & some few had their feet ,
frost bitven. I've juat that Howard comdg a Division has heen again .

ounded. If you recollect he lost an arm at Fair Yaks -

One week from Christmss. I wish I could acdept your invi-
tation to eat Xmas dinner with you. I shall when paid send it as
~._)7Qu advised b} l’a.ymast'er's check. The amt will be too great to
gend by letiere. I shall then draw on you as I may need it. No
signs of the Pay Master yet. Though we have now nearly 8 months
due us. I will hav to étop as I wish to write one or two more
" ere th ma.il goes. Remember to to all,
With much love, I am
Yr aff son

Ned -

12
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Hers lst Long Island
=B~ Jan l1lst- 1863

« Ay dear Mother
Your letter or Z8th was resv'd last night. Though
I differ rrom you in thinkink that I would not succéed i I enlisted
jet I will'oney your decision. Let my rriends think what they

may of the reasons that would leaa me to take suca a step I know

-that I can show a glear record since I've been an ofricer &: ny
aﬁer'conauct would justiry me. But yéurwisn i8 my law my
..—Jgother. In some situations I might succeed better by aiming
higher but I only stdop to take a loftiet flight. I would not
act unvil Ilhald consuited you. The campaign still goes on &
will continue vo do 80. 4 body of cavalry have goneé to the rear
of Fredericksburg 1o ocut the railroad briages &c between F.. & R.
If unsuccessrul they are to go to North Carolina, If successful
(%*‘we are to attack them again & this time on the Ilauxs. we crossed
over about Z miles below F, The only things I got were some half
“a dozen chickens & & turkey from a deserted house near our 1lst
."grossing & camping ground, Where did you learn rrcxn-tnat Kirby
Smith had a sonc. By what underground travel did the news come
‘from Lynchburgh. M:.:.. Lincoln has not Joiﬂed us yet. I wish he
haa. ;My c0ld ia betvter. ILittle or no cough now. Va.n‘Nostranq
ig here. He is anything b&t\:rell. Reavy cold. I doubt if he
’will get better of it. He is a good Telilow. Ned Kirby's pro:-
niotinn is deserved & I am giaa or it. I hear him, when-spoken

of)mentio‘ne}a's a good artilierist. He ié up on the right some-
where under Sumner. If everything goes right we will have

74
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'aatisfy yonr mind on the po:lnt of my goins

into:aez:vice. I.o\re to all. A Bappy New Year to Ka.'cie & all

T -
otk

Yon.r son T :
Ned _ | | ’
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lst Long Island
me Nr. Baronstor's Md (¢?)
" July 15th 1863

My dear kother,

A #11 of June ZYta acknowleaging receipt or ¢40
rea'd. Keep Aunt Barnum's Carte till better times. You can
gsend yours on at the same time. I wish however on réceipt of
this letter that you would send me thirty dollmrs($30) as my
mess expenses have swallowed all up that Van Nostrand & I laid
“‘tde. I wrote you on the 8th infoming you of my safety.
Since then we have gradually followed.Lee's army thromggh this
Place to Hunkstown & on to Williamsport yésterday. The day be-
fore (13th) yesterday we (our -Regt) were on piockat & that night
the rebels wvacuated & by the next .norning (14th) had oompleteé

21T crossingl We captured part of tqeir rear gusard Ewell's
Corps. This morning our Corps &-others started on the return
marching about 15 miles. Tomorrow we'll probably go to Berlin
Jso on to Warrenton. Same route mose lixely as that of last
E;nr'ember. I will avail myself of my opportunities & write you
from time to,time. What a pleasant time you are ha\iing in New
York. What arrant fools the men sent to ddsperse the voters
were to fire only blank cartridges or fire over their heads.
Better not to have fired at all. Served Col. OfBrien right
the way they treated him afterwards. I hope they'll make an

example of the ringleaders if they lay hands on them. Some
prominent persons must be at the bottom of the move. There is

17
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e *too ‘mach method in their mdnese for it to be the nere frenzy

Q%, of the moment. Butler don't you thim: would do well to suppresa .

their riotous actions. Anyone to restore order &: quiet. WOQJ. .

my love to all. I had s dream of Aunt Sarah & though that she
was_' succeeding weil in her undertazing. I am in good health &
"apirits as far as olvoumstances will permit. I dislike this
obntinu.al marching. We all would rather fight than msrch. "A
..4 stern chase, you know, is a long march". I hope that we will -
‘goon gee an end to this now that Vieksburg & Port Hudson are
gone & Charleston fo_llowihg suit. We are now about to start’
for Berlin. Goodbye for the present.
Yr: aff son
‘ Ned
- To
Mrs. XK. K. Russell .
- ~ 68 Willoughby Street
J . Brooklyn
| i.ong Island

7%
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12 too old to. hold his present‘position. Belden is well. Give




mQrs 6th Corps
Near Welford's Ford on
‘Hezel River
Novr. 16th 1863

My dear kiother,
' I rec'd letters from you on the 4th & llth.

I lagat wrote yoﬁ on the 1st from Warrenton. A week from that

-

day I had orossed the Rappahannock & was occupying with the

-

3
]
s

4

B
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rest of the gtaff a house about half a mile from Brandy Station.
We are now about two mile to the right of the Station. We

-,

left warrenton about 8 Oclock Saturday 7th)‘& my two wagons

UL ) Y SN

went with the Supply Train of the Corps to Bealton Station

Stae

about 4 miles from the Rappahannock. After parking the wagons
about 2 P. M/ I went with another officer to report to Ingalls
Chief Qe M. "4 of P". There had bsen caunonading all day & a

we advanced we heard mussetry. Suddenly we saw about ¥ of a

mile shead of us a line of skirmisheg of our Army this proved

pretty conclusively that Meade's HiQrs were not where we had
‘)heen told to look for them. Iﬁ searching for information I

came aoross Sedgwiock & Staff & through Kent abtained permission

: .
. oy R
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to0 remain & see work gping on. The enemy at the time (3PM)

R

held earthworks on thia éide of the river covering the créssing

SIS NN

of the Rail ioad. Towards these & batteries placed on other

R
1]

side of the riter our Artillery fire was directed. Apout sun-
gset Sedgwick rode out to the front & reconnoitered the position

& I believe came to the conclusion they could not be taken;

1




: 'howeger as his orders were, if possible to capture the works '
%b,that day he determined aacording to his usual style to try it.
~ Sedgwick at the time commanded two corps & Wright in commsnd . ¥

of our Corps, Wright's Division uss under.Gen'l Dgvid A. Russell

(Major of Regulars used to be Capt; in Powell's Regt) - Two '
Regts of Russell's Brigade were deployed as a heavy line of i
sxiruishers & just after sunset advanced apon the worxs. The : '?3

artillery ceased as they advanced & in s few moments we could
- gee @4h the dark sky the fitful gleam of musketry. 'In less than
an hour & a half the works were ours; gained at s pretty heavy

PSR TS T RN

loss but it was done bravely & well. Russell though commanding
& Division superintended the whole work & went forward with his
men. The papers have given'you the ftems as to the results.

One o1 the captured Colonels wiho took breakfast at the mess where

R

o1 was-dining saié he would have been willing to bet that there

SUPETRY IPR

wasn't a corps in our Army could havc taken their works & get
only'threets) of "ours™ did it capturing some 1500 men belong-
hng to eight (8) different Regts. More men were taken than we
had actually engaged. Lee was present Quring the P, M. My
Regt still maintains its fortunate character. Not a man oPf of-
. ficer injured‘though'we lost some in the Brigade. Part of the

Reg't were serving as 3£irmishers & the rest were gupporting a

. PN . Ve . . s
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battery. The Rail Road is;noﬁ¥running order up to this point
& any day we may expect a move. Some think we will go down to

b - Givama

Fredericksburg & ocoupy the Heights for the Winter. Nothing - S
certain is known as to our future movements. All is mere sur- '




mises. I am pleased to aes that you & hirs. Powell a:ée beoomingA

~such good friends. Miss Julie wrote me a short time sinoe & in )

N

b - speaking of the pins said they had been admired by all that saw _

them & each considered her own the prettiest. !'Twas hard to de-
olde. | ’ - .
I!:ve nearly finished my back papers. Have had little or
no dirf i’iculty. I think you had better invest in the 5,200 even
:li you have to té,ke/zgtezpons. '7ig the safest & best paying
:I.nvestment. I wrote Myers, sifxce receiving yourlast letter,
to find out whether he received my previous letter & what had
'T:j-beeome of the enclosures. HeA may no longer be at Fortress HMon-
roe. Did Everett get & letter I wrote him gbout Ed's company
affeirs? It was directed to '
s Mr, Willdam Zverett
| Novelty Iron Works
e New York City
"Twas sent on the 12th or 13th. I received about a week ago a
letter from Cousin Rebecca enclosing some of the cartes of Cog
)Win. I send you one. What do you think of 11:?‘ In my opinion
it is emcellent. I understend Hardie to say that when communi-
oation between the lines was resumed he would re% Josie's
case. A8 to myself without my toushing upon the mattér at-all
he said he would when able to happy to assist me.
If ybur room is at all cold or uncomfortable I wish you
wou.ld'put in an airtight & accept it as my Xmas A(ahead of time)

present, Do it, dear Mother, & oblige yourson. Your message

- i
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" had left W.

I will write Aunt Mary shortly in answer to her letter
written on the 1lst. Remember me to all my friends in B. I
heard from White Plains the other day. Miss Hattie had re-.

oovered sufficiently to go out & take exepcdse for a short time.

.The Pay Masters are around paying ofif the troops. I've not
drewn mine yet. Do you need any money, if so I'll send 1t to
) you. What is the name of your servant; - her whole name, Givé
~ me some sort of personal descorintion of her. |
Love to all the family. If you can get me any
Cartes of 'Fannjr & Coz Prances Webster please do so.

Write.soon, Mokher aear .

Yr aff son
Ned
P* S. '
) " Mr. Lincoln is down ere. He ofme on to Weshington &
managed to get down here. He has been invited to be present -
at the cons'ecration of the National bui'ying ground at Gettys-
burg & will go there with the Pree;idential party.
E. K. Re

A SN e m

to be sent to Mr. Preston's family'did not come till after we
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#dqrs. 6th Corps A. of P.
Rrandy Station Vg
1% A, M. Decr. 3lst 1863

N

("'ﬁy dear Mother -
Your letters of 20th & 27th were received.
The last yesterday. I answer so soon as I am closing up all
ny oori‘es;gondenoe for 1863. Here we are.once more on the com-
mencement of a New Year. This year closes more happily than
did our last & the augury of success is in our favor. I shall

the
do what I can in/case of Josie now that Butler has succeeded 4

3 reopexiing exchanges of prisoners (though whether it will last
seems doubtful). I should thin} that transfers of ci’;izens from
one line to another would be permitted. 3But I will let you
know further, I hope. I could not think whose "Carte" you had
sent me until I read your letter through, I thought I knew the
. wce. I think Uncle Ned resembles Aunt Harriet in the contour

of his face., Is cousin Francis still with you. HRemember me to
her., I want a'picture of her if it can be had. Who is Cousin
‘V_?sie éoing to marry? By the way, snesking of marrigge reminds
me that I notifed in the Herald some days ago 1lst off the list of ;
mrriageé was that of an ex officer of our Regt (Belknap{ and last i
that of Will Walters. Having written you so very recently there -
is really very 1little to tell you. The Reg't expects to leave
by New Years for Brooklyn. About 300 have reenlisted & nearly : ;
all the officers present with it save Col Cross. About 3000

have up to this moment Joined the Veteran Corps with our(Corpa.
This is & little less tham 1/3 of the strength of the Corps.

&




Tha Regt will probably meke a parade in Brooklyn on its arrival.

we
$

Poet Master Linioln will pro bably know all about the arragge-
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" ments. I em glad to hear that Frank has suoceeded in getting

ey
R

a situation. ~ I hope he'll be more auocessful in keeping it than
. his last. You"a.pent & very pleasant Xmas. Mone was rather dnll
e & stupid. I had prepared a dimer expecting some 3 officers of
ours to dine wiﬁl. me & at the last moment found they couldn't
' come being busy making out reenlistment papers. The day dragged
W élpwly & I.wgs glad when I went to bed at 9 P. M. to have got
' rid of it. I don't think I shall undertake any more stately
dinners in a'hurr,x}. Give my love to all. Don't write til1l
after the 8ixth unless you hear from me. Good ‘night. Love to
all. Wrote Xatie a few days ago. |

Ir aff son
Ned

l'*—4
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BdQrs 6th Corps
: Bfandy Station Va
Feby. 29th 1864

-

My dear Mother

I arrived here Saturday P. M. to find that the
Corps had sturted in the moriing witﬁ 8ix days stores on &
regonnoissance towards Madison C. He & at the same time Kil-
-patriok gtarted out with a large force of Cavalry to Orange
'Ce He Nothing has as yet been heard here from them. Gen'l
Wright Capt Dalton & one or t®o others of the lst Division

"Joame up on the same train with me & started soon after their

arrival out to join thecorps.. Two offr's of our HeQrs started
this morning but I did not go as I thought the Genl would not
oare to have me. The tents were left standing & a gusrd in

each csmp., Other portions of the Army were under moving orders

‘to be ready to support "the 8ixth", I arrived at Baltimore on

the 25th about 9 A. M., & went direct to Aunt Barnum's. She was A
quite well. Ggve her the "Gladiola" bulbs for Mrs. ‘Zenas B. ‘
)that @é‘-:gbaarry sent. Mrs. Z. B, had a girl late on the night
of the 21lst. Both doing well. It s hanpened that there were
no trains for W. t411 8 P. M. 30 that it was nearly 6 before

I reached the Powells. Please tell Mrs., Powell that I delivered
her mockage to them all safe & sound. Judie had heard from

her that morning. I aalled to see George Ford on Friday & there

 went to the Preéideht'a on my message but could not see him it
being "Cabinet" day & no visitors admitted. If I coul.d have

8ta_yed over Saturday I might have found an opportunity ef seeing . .

’ . T . R
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~ him, That being publio reoeption" -day. I shall now try &

get a letter from "Uncle John" and malce my applioation to

I ull write to Hardie enclosing the lettera
80 as to be swre they g0 direct.

Seoty of War,.

It has Just oommenced t0 cloud up & 8prinklp as usual

whenever we have amy move on foot. The objeot of this attempt

is to assist Butler once more I believe who ig going to try
for R, again,

He's reported to have 50,000 men under his oom-
mnd., Our troops will probably be back by wednesday. As yet
')e'have hoa.rd no sounds of firing.

Rememher me to all. I will send you by this mail g
Ambrotype I had taken in We

Please send me the Corps Cross
-when it arrives, ’

With love to Aunt & 8isters,

I an

Yr aff son

Ned

.
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Let me hesr from you soon
. Yr aff son
Ned -

'H Qrs 6th Corps
Mar 13th 1864

Kind regards to
" Mr & Mrs Powell

My dear lgpmer -
- The letter & the Cross caue safely. I did not
send you a Photograph but an A;mb;:otype. Did you receive it &
what think you of it. 'Twas rtaken about % hour before sunset.
cucnzAmonglthe ladies I”met here on my return was a Mrs. Penrose
"™ the wife of Col. Penrose of the 15th New Jersy. Col.-P. 1s a
Lieut in the Regular Infantry. i’owell knows him. Mrs. Penzosé
in the course of conversation happened to ask Mrs, Beaumart
if she kpew "Mrs. Mary Pairfax™ & I remsrked "Mrs. Dr. Fgirfax™
& she said "Yes". I told her éhe was my co_ug_i_l_l ' she then said

(. that she was a cousin o lirs. F. Lhat kirs. Penrose's maiden

name vwas I don't knos 'twuas Hattie. However, lirs. Gen'l Brown
is her "Aunt Pamela". She knowsMinnie Everett but has never

J seen'a.nj‘of the rest of the family. Do you know who she is.

el
PP

'We of course clained a aistant relatioxiship though to what de-
gree it will be I have no idea. I spent 2 or 3 hours there

this evening., There was present an ex General Todd formerly a

Captain in the regulars & a classmate of Sedgwiock's. Gen'l T
is an uncle of gol. & Mrs. P. & is in some way reiated to the
President's wife, mrs. Lincoln. He resides in Dacotah Terrifory

-
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&-is now éontesting his scat as a Delegate from Dacotah to Con-

A

" gress. Have had a letder from Aunt hary Pierce & Coz Mellie
Commning. Aunt writes in a very cheerful strain. My letter

was duted sbout £Znd of February --

&7
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HZADQUARTZRS SIXTH ARMY CORPS
- April 29th, 1864 .
ky dear kother,
In the letter I wrote Aunt Mary I said I would
write you by the same mail buf feeling pretty sleepy I put it
off and for the last day or two I've beeun at work on my Monthly -
papere so as to get them off my hands yere we move, ‘ Last Sunday
I d1d not expect to be here at this momént. We all thought then
that by Wednesday we would bh.e on the move, Now it does not seem
tha. we shall move till the early part of the week. Burnside g -~ ;, o
men have been relieving the 65th Qorns stationed asiong the railway S
between Brandy & Alexandris. Yesterday the head of his column
wae at Manassas Junotion. By Monday 'Bwill be at Ranpabannock
Station. We are ail lool:ing fo rwavd anxiously for the opeaning
w of the dampaign. No idea as to what will be the route has yet
got.abroad. Su:rmisfes are plezity but no facfs. I care not how
soon after Tuesday they commence as then my April a./o will all
be in. Col. Townsend was here yesterdsy but I did not know it
‘ antil today when the E:‘reneral‘told me about it. Ishall most
likely send you“* Sunday's or Monday's mail some'Phc‘:tographa
obf Hers. We did not have all the officers of the ataff

One group that ve had was a poor one and ere another could he

taken the Photographcr was ordered to the rear with the Sutler's
and others . I am very sorry that we could not get a -group of

. s,,_ : . .m, '
g them all so ag to preserve it for after years. P;ease put these

%




away carefully as I intend to have them framed one of these days
when peace & plenty return.

A8 Grant is now in comﬁ)and of the army we a&re going right
$hrough to Richmond and no mistske. 'Tis a long read but we will
get there - either as victors or priséners. I have soge rebel
songs that Chaz;ley Belden got from some of the Johnnys while at
Johnson's Island I may send them on for preservé.tion. One of
them -1a-by'Gen'l Trimble of Beltimore. Is he any reletion to
the mrimbles of New York into whose family Jake Kirby married?
He is a bitter rebel Bifden says and never ommitted in the alight-

est communicationg official or private, with our officers to have ‘
a fling at them in the way of some sarcastic or bitter remark, e
about the Yankees. Beld.en was much pleased with many that he
saw there gnd they were gratified and pleased at the kind treat-
ment they had from us. He received a letder from Aunt Harriet
about some youngster that was & prisoner. B - had & genersl
superintendence of the prisoners & attended to a2l1ll concerning
them. He was busy constantly. I will write you again as often
‘as possible on the ¥erch., Will ﬁrite Katie & Josie in a day or
two. Am well save a cold. Love to all. |
~ Yr eff son
Ned
I send you Ffifty($50) dollars of my
April pa&:
E. K. R.

BT



Dear Mother -~

TLZEWRDY e mRy e R - - o) B R A Rl et .. . -
i VARG TR T s T e Y e
B - - d Evidin e

Pivey Creek Church

10 Xites South of Fredericks~
a burg
H Qrs 6th Corps

Near Spotsylvania C. H.
May 8, 1864 -

I an well & in good spirits. Hor 4 days we have
been Iighting;& for 6 days marching. We are now following thé
enemy towards Richmond, Loass of Army about 12 or 15000, Corps

about 5000. Wounded are now being sent to PFredericksburg to be
gent to Washington. I send this by the officer going in charge

of train. The General & staff are safe., Heaviest fighting we
have had. Are ready, to & ahead for 12 days longer. We are
about 60 miles from Richmond., Butler is at or near Petersburg
at l=st accounts. vBurnside & his darkeys have joined ue. The
"Nigs" bave not been in & fight yet btut they march well much

- ﬁetter'tﬁan.whites at a fast gait. Will write again in a few

days at next best opportunity. Remember me to all. Left
Brandy on 3rd. Goodbye dear Mother & sisters.
Yr son
Ned
Mrs., K. K, Russell
Brooklyn
L. I.




YMarye's Heights near
Predericksburg Va
May 15th, 1864

Xy dear sisters-~

I wrote Mother on the 8th & had a telegram
sent from waahinéton on the 9th stating that I was well. Did
she receive them., Mail communication has again be established
with the A. o0 P & I hope you will soon write me. Since the
19th of April I havé gpt had a line from any of you. I have

expected a letter daily & I hope I am not long to be disappointed.

' 'We are still id@ront of Spotsylvania Court House about 11 miles

from here.- Lee's lines are formed about % a mile this side of
the Court House. More or less fighting goes on daily & so far

the success has heen‘mith us. To be sure our onward progress is
very slow for every foot is steadilyfcontesped & has to Dbe gainéd
with much loss of blood but still Grant holds on, & the Army moves,
Over 8000 rcbels have been taken & over 20 cannoni Flags &o
Among the "Johnnies" teken were Maj..Genl. Bradi% 7. Johnson of

Maryland, Brig. Genl Geo, H. Stuart. Stuart put on too many airs

& when civilities were of fered him acted so discourtiously that

he was permitted to march through the mud at the head of his com-
mand to the reari:inetéadibf rmdtnguaa:héd¢$iré&ihqansih&énaaafirst
A gix mile tramp somewhat abated his haughtiness to the "YanWs".
The loss in both Armies has been fearful. One of the grestest

losses on our side was that of Uncle John Se&kwiok. He was shot

1




on the 10th by a rebel sharpshooter while placing his troops
in position. The ball entered Just below the left eye & passed

through coming out at the base of the brain. A cook, good hearted,

sensible, courageous man 'tis very hard to lose him at the present

crisis. Not one in the whoie army but speaks of him with respect.
I wish you would save me all the papers that refer in any manner
to him & his death. The carmsge has been fearful.. In three of !
- the embrasdres of rebél rifle pits over 150 killed were found &
in some places the dead & wounded wore piled up 5 & 6 deep. he
-Tyliving under the dead. Those that gaw say they never %ish to see
such a sight again. Our troops are still in good spirits & those
wnose times are nearly out go into the fight with as much fest &
8pirit as if they did not expest to be out of the service for
months. Grant said to Warren & Meade that he thought he had seen
. Pighting but that he never had until he came here, that our men

(Army of Potomac) do not tight because it is their duty but they
go into it as a ﬁatter of pleasure & are satisried when they win
& and do not rollow up the advantage ggined. The ambulance &

) the

spare Army wagons are engaged day & night in bringing/wounded

in from the front to Belle Plains for shipment to VWasningtom.

The Sanitary Commission has done a noble work since the opening

> N . B
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of this campaign & I will take back many of my objections & sneers
a® it made while at home. Frederioksburg is one wast Hospital.

o Dombo s ¢ ete

The "red flag" &‘wounded men aspvear wverywhere. Reinforcements

are éoming in'slowly but not us fusv as they ought. Tell Aunt
Mary that I oma't write her Jjust yet but will asssoon as liesure
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is given me. Give my love to all. Write me soon and beli?g

that brother Ned 1s well out of harm's way until you hear
further. God bless you s8ll my dear sistera.
Yr aff brother
Ned
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H Qrs 6th Corps 4. of P.
Coal Harbor, : Vae
10 P.ki. June 8th, 1864

}iy dear Sister -
I take a few minutes ere retiring.towrite you in

- anawer to yours of the 29th. I wrote Adunt Mary C. H. apout the 25th.

80 between Auntie & Mother you .will hear eveyy week of so from me.

Did you get any late news from Dr. Perry of Mr. P -? Has any-

. thing been heard of Coz Win lately? I enclose a slip cut from 8,

late Richmond pgper relating to Gen'l B. K. Smith., I tound the

flaper at a house where I stopred & ixad dinner Jjust after crossing
the Mataporng(?). Capt. .Plattg,; vho &8 a 2nd cousin of ouss, & who
was at the time Actg “hief Quarter Master of our Corps was "gobbled"
on the 31st. On the 29th he came down :fi:om Hanover C. H. when our )
Corps WasAto/::lclgin par<ed gt Hanovertown on the Pamunkey. About

4 p.m. of the 39th he started back & texing the same road back was
“gobble_&". Qur Corps had left the C. H. & counscquently the read was
égain in-the‘handa of tﬁe "Johnnies™, They took in addition his
light wagon containing his-iwaggage é tent its driver & two horses
two orderlies & two clerks mounted & also his negro. The time of
one of the orderliees was out in four days. ghe negro made his escaﬁei,:
while his guard were a¥leep. Platt's brother at Meade's Blars saw in:

Richmond paper an sccount of his arrival & of his anxiety to be made

the subject of a speo'ial exchange. Platt's time was out in Septem-

. ber., I went up to gdqrs in the forenoon of the same day and had I

not met an officer of HlQrs mightchdve gona the r@ame.xoad phabcPIR*tI -
. . o . L - -
did., I saw Will Powell on Monday. He was on his way to his Reg'v.

Bk
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'Tis in Sedlie's Brigade, Crittenden's Division, 9th Corps I believe.
There is a chance of its being sent to the 5th Corps. He asked me %o
ha;ve Mother call on Mrs. Powell as sonn as s‘h.e heard from me & tell

her he was welld He has written a number of times but has received |

no answer. Tell kirs, Powell to direct all her letters to me at these

' Hers & I will sece that Will gets them, ,I-et her put my name on the

envelope & "W.P". in the lower left hand corner. H: had had no 1let-
ter in 4 or 5 weeks. Don't fail to attend to this. Give my kind re-
membrances to all':& will love for Mother sister & all,

| I am

, . ¥r aff brother

w5
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Hd Qrs 6th Corps i. of P,
Coal Harbor, Va.
. June 8th, 1864

iy dear kother -

Your letters of the 2nd & 29th of May were received
on the 4th ult. After a series of unexampled oon%eats during the
past 4 or 5 weeks we have at last asrrived near the scene of the 1stl.'
of the seven days fights - Coal Harbor at one time during MoClellan's
‘, advance & previous to "Seven Pines" was his BlQrs/ Gaine's Hill is
.oniy about two miles trom us. Our‘corps is near the righ% of the
line., The order of battle is Burnside (9th), Smith (2 Divisions of .
18th & 2 of 10th Corps) Vitkght (6th) Hancoock (2nd & part of'warren'
(5th) on left. oOur left is nesr Boltom's Bridge. We arriveihere
on the 1t & that P. k. & the day of the 3rd had fights that gave
us some half of 3/4 of a mile but cost us. about 12000 killed & wound- .
ed. Ricketts,(Srd) Division did admirably & were complimentedby |
}Meude on the 1st. Some of the dead & wounded of the 3rd were buried
or teken up until yesterday l§ying as they did between the lines. |
The rebels would not allow us to aid them or would they do it. 1In
some of the bodies were found 8 or 10 bullet‘holes when the sharp-
shooters had fired at them efter being woumded. The bwother of our
Ass't Adjt. Genl was smong the killeds Some pfr¥dons of our line
is ﬁot more the 100 jards from that of the egemy. We have in some
places 4 & 7 lines of vorks connected by covered ways. More or less
firing is going on daily. In fact 'tis safler to be on the 1ls% 1ine¢;
of the works than on those in the rear. Once more will the‘enemiééfh

of MoClellan have to own the ®Spade’ is trumpe" for the work of 1 3
' - - - this
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campaign has been & will be done prinoipally by that humble weapon.
Siege trains hsve been ordered up & Grant.has sat down Beﬂare Xich-
wond. Ho has driven Lee from his tine line of ingrenchments from
Spotslyvania 0. H. to the North & South Anns & Tinally to within #yi/14

miles of Richmond, Grant has his base of supplies only 12 miles off

& good raads for hauling. He that can hold out the longest will win,
Rebel papers of g day or two bsck own up that Hunter hgs whipped Joneg!
Brigade near Staunton, Sheridan has gone to cooperate with Huntey,

I tell you Mother Grant's progress has been glow & has cost dearly.

in olood out so tar it has been mertain, A man to be successful

has to samne extent to disregard lige. ‘War cannot be earried on with-

out ldsa. The blame does not regt with us but with those that dom-

menced it & that plotted against the country's wBlfare for the sroh
traitors I have no pity nor would I hgve meroy were they to fall in

to my hands and their lives at my disposal,

You are mistsken in saying that Washington's place has been
deseceated by our men & destroyed. The place hasg been sacred during
the vhole war & has not been interfered with by either bparty. Mount
Vernon i1s the same as it was before the war, The freeing of the ne-
8ro is the natural result of the %ar & the more I sege of it the better
it is. It takes away frow the South one of their main props in con-
finuing the war. When they are obliged to send some of their fighting
strength home to raise crops for those in the Army the sooner will
they Bdve to give in. During our recent marches we came through
portions of Virglnia previously untraversed by our armies of foot,

none save our Cavalry had perhaps passed through it, and whenever
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we went the darkies in droves with their goods & little ones folIOV°$

‘ter us kept up with our trains. As our trains reachcd near Hanover-
town on the Pamunkey those vho suw it say a most affccting scene took
place. !'Tvas on the afternoon of Sunday 29th, May & there were a hun-
dred or more "nigs"™ of all ares & sexes collected together on the rive:‘
bank. They celebrated by singing & prayer their deliverance from slav-
ery. One woman as she looked down upon her baby in her arms said

"Bress de Lor' dey can't sell you" - I have no scales over my eyes,
"ﬁother, vhatever might'I have thoughtat the beginning. I now most firm=
ly wish for the putting'down of this rebellion nor do I wish to see

the war ended till that is done let it cost what it may. There is

only one krue plattfom & that is "No compromise with traitors". Sub-

mission or subjugation is the‘onlé alternative that can be offered

them, hiy regimenf’s term is out in 12 more days but I doubt if th "2'1:

many left to avail themselves of the expirafion of service. egi-
ment after regiment of three yearemen are leaving now but we have.
still some 110000 1l«ft & I doubt not but thai in a few uonths wany
now going off will be vending their way back again into the service.
I suppose most of the officers of the lst.Lnng Island will go out of
service principally because they want to & some because there will not
be enough men left to retsin them in service. I want to stay in at
least till I can see "Richmond towers" not in the tar distance but
from & close range. Well, Joéie will'be wanting to have a'line from
her Yancee orother & I think I'1l gratify her with your permission.
Tell Aunt H. when I take roous‘at "Hotel de Sibly" I'll be certain

to send my card to aunt kary If the rebel thieves alias Major Turner

& his "subs" leave me such a thing. Love to all

Yr aff son

18



HiQrs 6th Corps
Near Petersburg Va
June 19th 1864

My dear Hother -

I wrote you oh the 8th from near voal éarbor and
tnough I've not heard from you si@% about the last of May yet I
write agéin 80 that you may be kept notified as to my whereabouts
& health. On the 13th we left Coal Harbor & crossed the Chica-
hominy at Jonesa' or Zones' Bridge & camped at the residence of al
gentleman on thé.banxs of the G, The place vas that of Mr, Jordan
& was called Mount 3terling. The next day we marched to the plaoé‘
of a ¥r, Christfdn about a mile rrom Charles City Court House & on
the 15th we mo¥ed about & mile nearer the river & had our H3Qrs at
the house of The 16th we built entrenchments & changed
Hers to the banks of the James., On the 15th I saw Will Powell. ﬁe
is doing duty as Division Inspector of Gen'l. Lledlie's staff of B!ﬁn-
side's (9th) Corps. This Corps is now about 6-miles-rrom us in front
of P;tersburg. Our Corps being divided 2 Divié%ns (1st & 2nd) being
nesr P- & the 3rd Ricketts here betwecen the James & Appomattox along
with Butler's troops of the 18th & 10th Corps. On the 16th Wright
hed a very miXed command. We had to guard the rear ¥ill all the
troops & wagons &c had passed the 7ames at Powhatan Point so hia
conmand consisted of one Division iWilson) of Cavglry the pontoon
bridge & engineers 3 or & gun boats & his own corps proper. I went
off with half a dozen others of ours to one of the Gunboats the
"Wwgekinaw" Capt. Beaumont - took ﬁinner vith him, We got back just'

in time to get on board the lst beat loaded with troops of the Corps

1
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going up to City Point. karching orders had come & Ferrero's Div

(colored). of the 9th Corps relieved us at our breestwopis & we ste{ EON

2 Divisions by transports & the other (Z2nd) bg land for Petersturg
vie City Point. When we got to C. P. orders came rrom Grant to go
to Point of Rocks if we could & if not to land at Bcrmuda Hundreds
80 Franklin (a brother of the.Gen‘l) remained to }nform the beats
after us & I stayed to keep him company. Twas 5 ogloek A. ¥. on
17th ere the last boat came & then we went abvawd & camé up to Ber-
muda Hundreds. Our horses went by another baat & of gourse were not
to be tound when we laﬁued. F;anklin managed to get a.:horse but 1
started on foot to my own Hidrs. After some hours waiﬂng I got tﬁ,
Davy Bussell's HAQrs. & as he knew not for certain where we were eg-
tablished I remained ‘with him i1l the P, M. when as it happened
Gen'l Wright rode up with my orderly & horse.in his retinue. We

%%’ then fixed our HQrs near Gen'l Gilmore's who by the way has beer!
relieved & ordered to Washingfon. That-night we were oracred out
to support an intended attempt to regain works lost during the day
tut i1t did not come ort acvcording to programme, Yesterday having
heard that Will Chipman was sbmevhere around I Junted him out -
He is in the srd New York Vol. This Regiment is in a Division com-
manded by Amos, Kirby's room mate & classmate, o t the 18th Corps.
krs, Chapman is in Baltimore living at a Mrs, Jarris. Will is looRk-
ing well & likes the life, ﬁe was in the assaulting party on the
l6th that took the strong works overlooxing Pepersburg, Some of
Butler's darkies were engaged in the assault & lost about 600
out of.z or ©000. Gen'l Juith who couwiended the 18th Corps & lice

most of our A. of P. officers had no particular love for the "nigs"
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says they did well. Assaulting & ocapturing 4 works one atrter the other,
Had the Johnnies thrown in stronger reinforcements 'twould have cost us
dearer than it did. Fighting more or less has gone'on continually in
the direction of our left (Petersburg) but nothing -in our own tront.
This is about the satest place for a line in rear of works that I've
been in tor some time., No shells or bullets can whiz near us'altbgether
difrerent from Joal “aritor as one of ours said, one can be brave & heroi
s Oon very smmll capital in the.eyes or these 10th & 18th Corps men sround
here. At 12 P. M. today the three years service or my Regiment exﬁires.
& unless they are in a fight today you will probably see Charley Belden
home soon. He had two hits in his right arm between the elbow & shoul-

der but still remaiﬁ? on duty. I am going to remain in tor a Bhort

time longer till we get into Richmond. I've araangéa it so that I think
I cun then get oute I am in ggod nealth'é enjoying hyself. Do write
me kother. If you don't let Jogie & I will drop you & line whenever I
oan. Charley, my late/sergt, will call & see you on reaching Brooklyn.
He will tell you all avout the ceptain. Love to sll

' Yr son

Ned
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. nlqrs 6th Corps
June 20, 1864

My dear Mother =

' The bearer of this is Charles Rowley late a .
Private in "K" Co 1st mg Island, He has heen with me smce
June 28th 163 as my valet & general factotum. |

He’ll qpin you long yarns about the oampaign

Yr Bon
Hed
To Mrs. K. K. Russell
68 Willoughhy Street
Brooklyn
Le I

& the Captain. HB is now "one of the sovereign people" a positionfl’f
"hot to be deSpised.



HiQrs 6th Corps
Petersourg, Va.
July 6th, 1864

My dear Mother
Your letters of the 14th, 19th, & 26th have been received.
& st -
gFrote you on the 19th. There are now over 400 & nearly 500 on the
rolls of my iegiment of which number over 300 are present..There is
- only one otticer, the Semior Captajn, left " with 1£ on duty/:ﬁging
this week I shell apply to Gen'l Wright to permit me to return to duty
with it. ﬁnder the circumstanées I think my place ig'uith my men and
not here. 'Tis not right that as I have remained in service that I
should throw the whole labor and auty upon.one maﬁ an& not bear my-
portion of the burden. 'g%d the Regiment been only about 100 or more
men ror duty; enough to make only one company-present & saf another

anay I could'haye_remained on the rolls & stayedvhere. But as it is

I ought to be with Fiske & sﬁare his duties.”,?héré“tere orricers who
hed the penerit of fné 35 days leave of aﬁsen;é 6n account of their
men's reenlisting who went out of servite @s soon as there were a chance
ﬁ;; & Cross true to his whole course of acting with:thé ofricers left two
ofticers, Piske & Middaugh, without consulting with either. M- had

no business to remain as he did not reenlist snd being away wounded

Qt the time the Regiment lert could have no voiee in the mastter be-
sides having no desire to s tay. As the case now stands I think Fiske
will be the Major of the battalion and I the Senior Gaptain. Fiske

sa¥ me on the 4th end proposed waiving his claim in my favor bus 1

]

think him better entitled to it by continuous service & ability than
myself, To be sure I was an oriicer when he was l1st Sergt but he came

Y
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into the Regiment with better claims to a commission than I did as hé
helped raise the comapany or which ne i1s now the Captain, ana I hroughﬁ
nothing with me but my Knowledge or tactics «: the duties of a soldier.
I <now, Mbther, my decision will aistress you. For that I am sorry

and could I have receivea yours & Josie's letters sooner ere the Regi-
ment lext I think I woula have gpné out too. Thougn I will conress
that your remark that I would never see Richmond saye‘perpapa as a
prisoner made my obstfinate streax rise up & I had determined to remagin
until we did get there as conquerors. Well outy dld Brigade that has
been one since the organization in September 1861 of the A. of P. has 4
ceased to e xist. Yhat is left of the original Regiments have been

gsent to different Brigades of the Corps. HFirst our Division was bro-

ken up & now our Brigade. The 28th Massachusetts is in the

First (1st) Brigade

First (lé t) Division
. Second (8nd) Army Corps
 A. of P.

and a letter so addressed would reach the man if he is aldve. About.
the last of June we went oﬁt in a trip to Ream's Station to assist :
Harry Wilson out of his serape with the "Johnnys" but could find noth-
ing of him. He had made his escape hy another route. “e lost heavily
but inflicted & great deal of damage on the rcoels having destroyed a.-
good deal of the Danville & Petersburg R. R. & also the Weldon & P -
RR. Fourth of July passed off quietly taough there has been a report

that we were to have g hundred guns fired as a salute, not of blank

cartridges however, - But it did not happen.-I saw Will Powell on
the 20th and gave him the letter sent. “e had already heard of the

07




happy event. 411 has been quiet here we never have a shot fired in
our front. The quietest duty we have done for g long time. The heat
has been very oppressive. No water to be haed unless we dig some 10
or 15 feet for it. fLhis well.digging has been about the only sccupa-
tion our men have had for soms time back. There is s prumor that our
Corps will have to go to karyland to look after Ewell. One Division
- has alreagy gone. We are all praying & hoping for it. It will be
such a change for us. 'Tis said that the 17th & 19th Cofps are to
come here from Louissiana. Grant is having all the reinforcements !

{ he wants. The men are in good health, I believe and as for myself sun

don't arreet me very uncoufortavly, a0t so as to bring on sickness,

TR PPN

thauks to a good constitution & my $emperate habits. Give my Tove to
ell. I want to write aJosie a line. Addréss all lstters for the pre—“f?“@m

sent td me heare.

Yr aff son
" Ned
July @th 1864
My dear Sister Josie, A |
| Once more & aftér a lbng silence do I address
you. I have given in my le tter to Mother all the news about &hat we
have, 'Our camp is about 6 miles South of Petersburg. The only firing

on our ‘lines is near the Appomattox on the right under "Baldy" Smith.
You ask about the camp news & rebel songs, 1 é?é them with me not

having a good opportunity to send them to &ou.' Mother speaks about :
Kotie's health not being good & that she ought to go out in the country.A

Now I don't know but I think thst 1t would be a good plan if she could

(s




g0 to White Plains & visit & board with my friend Dr. Hodgson. She
would have the society of young ladies of about Your age & very éood
friends of mine. ff you like the plan let hearhfgom you soon. Be-
sides having the sbciety fitted for her she would be right under the doc
tor's eye, have good country living & be near the oity. I can write
to Val & speak to him about it. Kate has been too confimed in her
gtudies. She has not had the childhood of most young people. So you
like Mr. Perry & are much plcased with his sister. I should like to
‘see the one you call might,\} pretty. What name has been selected for
little Miss Powell. .Offer Mrs. Povwell my congratulastions & say that
I hope one of these days to sing it to sleep to the tune of

Ce "RoGk a hye baby"
I am going to write Aunt Msry H. soon when 1 can get time butv at pre-
sent between business & the hear 'tis as ;puéh as I can do ‘to wapk
away the day. Good bye, Kiss Becky for me. Love to Coz K. & ohildren,

aunt de & bhatie. Tell Pués shé must write now tiaat school is out.

Yr brother
Ned
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Hers 6th Corps -
July 25th, 1864

¥y dear HMother, |
I wrote you on the 13th enclosing one hundred & fifty

dollars ($150 °°'/oo‘); did you recive it. I now send you £ifty dollars

($50 oo/loo). This is part of my July pay. I am square with Uncle
Sam up to the 3lst of the month buf in case of accident to me ere the
close Maj ¥ly is the Paymaster to whom the balance would have to be
refunded. I have before me you two letter.s & those of Josie's of the
loth & 11th. Since mine of the 13th we have been out across the She-
nandoah to within: eight (8) miles of Winchester & there having found
Early had retreated SOuthward in accordance to orders f£rom the war
Depaviment we star'qu haclc Teaching here about 2 p. m.‘ Saturday. o
Last night ordexs ca.me to be ready to embark for City l’oint this A.M.
but that ﬁas countermanded and now we are to prepa.re to teke the field
again. The reuorl; hag’ oome to Army Hers that La;ly hea.v:.ly rein-
forced from Riehmond as aoon as he found we ha 4 started back turned
around & drove the :ﬁqree_ belvonging to Hunter's command left to observe
‘him back to Bunker Hill near Harper's Ferry. The General is now in

W -~ awaiting further word-f.mm Gen'l Hallock. We may he kept on this
trotting around business 21l Summer. As to Grant"s inoyements I have
not seen a Hew York paper for some days & can 1ea¥n nothing of what

he has dcae & is doing by asking people here. They don't know.

Every day aubout the City is stirred to its center by reports of rebel
raids. ZLittle. or no trﬁ;th I guess in most of theni. 26thth orders

have come to leave right off for Rockville on the way to Frederick-
I was going to angwer your two letters but this move has prevented itf

9/




Will write again as soon as I bave a moment of rest. ILove o0 all.
Write me soon & let me know if you received the money éent;
,Goold ‘bye
Ir aff son

_ Ned
Will write Josie sgoon

v

E, K. R. .
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_ H Qrs 6th Corps
%b' vept. of W. Virginis
) Harper':s Ferry Va
Aug. Tth, 1864
Ly dear liother;
| Your letter of the 31st was received day before yesterday;
I vrote Josie on the 30th. I will try to ve most prompt in my writing so
as to save you as much as possible but if st any tige I am re-
miss don't be @isquieted., 1In regurd to the money I took myself to the
— Viashington Post Office & when I delivered it aSLéd some questions rela-
1°=e to the outgoing of the mail of the cléak. I have written to the
Wasiington Post kaster avout it. I will let youAKnnm'ﬁﬁﬁhﬁ hear from
him. 'Tis rathes strange that this should be the 1st loss in three
years. Within; that timé I must have sent nearly $2000. .I think most ‘

of the losses of money by mail arise thromgh migdirections or careless~

Bess on- the part of the writer. If this is lost I ghall ascribe it to
overcarefulness as I was particulér to write “Paié" & pu& the numbez in
figures & letters. I vrote the number as I tﬁoughf there might be g
mistaKe maae as to the number,

| Where did you go with Katie? Is she to go to Litchfield
this summer or not? What arrangements have been made in regard to her
schooling at the commencement of the Winter.terms® She must have a
good education if it is possible to éet.it. I wish Aunt Harriet cared
less for keeping up appearances. If I had myAway I should give up thst
house & take a small éottage if possible or even a house in notso de-

S8irable a locality. It is ndknecesgéry to be near the cars at least

noYas near as business people lixe to be. Don't you think you con2ld

%m, induce her to make a change &t the next "hiring quarter™? The high

o



. prices in the: north have hlready commnenced to affcct commissary stores,
Flour that was at 6475 I think when I entered the Dept is now at prices
from §9 to $11 - Pork at $16 is now $4675/1004bb1 of 200 pounds - sna
other things at like raies. Pay is not increased out the tax is now 10
per cent instead of 5 - dowever instead of taking off & the pay when

one is on leave, & person receives full pay provided he does not have
over 30 days a year. At present rates I get now about $500 a year in
gold instead of $1200 as in '62. But this is nothing strange for a time
of war & is not to be comQ%iﬁed of. 4ll countries have gone thoughﬂl

! "te experience. The only trouble is the high prices do not go to help
the government at all but only the speculators & other who are being
enriched at the expense of those defending the country. Ve are héving
rather hot sultry times.‘ I don't fear exposure to the sun or dread the
coming of sickness. My attack éf last year was only‘sattling up'

the accounts of # a dozen or more years of extreme good health. There
is no need dear Mother of ﬁt;g anxious about my health. It tskes

& great deal to make me sick. Remember I am unlike city people -enjoy-
irg plenty of good fresh sir & ex}ereise -

- Write me soon. Give my love to all especially to the Ken-
dalls. How is Win's fanily? Give my pet Becky a kiss., With much
love. Ever yr aff son

»

Ned



. Sheridan & staff comdg Cavalry Gorps A. of P. arrived yesterday & has

- Stal? engaged in the assault, & I have carefully looked in such Balti-

HiQrs 6th Corps
per's Ferry Va
Sunday Aug 7th, 1864
My dear Josie - ‘
Your ketter of the 24th was not received until the 30th
& I had already closed my answer to your previous noteso I merely wrote
in pencil an aoknowledgékof its recéipt on the envelope of my letter
. ‘ &
which you must have recdaved ere this. That P. M. we left heregdon the

next day were at Frederick from which bPlace we came yesterday..Ben'l

by order of Hunter assumed command of all the troops of this Dept.

Two (2) Divisions of his ,Cavalry will be up herc soon; they are command-'
+ .

ed by Tofbert’Wilsonl So our-people have sgains been unsuccessful iﬁ”?%kﬂgﬁ

an assault upon Petersburg. 'Tis reported that "The Johnnies" exploded
one yesterday but their mine was forty five (45) feet short of our iohls
How the mining business will keep botheparties on the "qui vive™ for

each other. Has Mr. Powell been heard from yet? Will was on Ledlies'

faore papers as I could get for any notice of his name but have not deen
it. New York papers have not been seen here I think since we left Wash-
intong on the 26th. .Now that our-;%EQ;gFEEQe joined us we hope to be

able to have more reliable reports in regard to the enemy 8 whereabouts.

Wha. t Hunter intends to do we know not at present. de may med%ete a
trip up the Shenandosh. Had this been done a week ago instead of taking:

us all back to Feecderick when it was reported that the enemy had again
entered Chamberoburg 'twould huve been much better for our side. 4s it

is we did. no good by éping back and only wore out our men uselessly.
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This time we came by cars from ®. A much more somfortable & expeditiona

way of travelling. Hunter is not much thought of by those under his com

mand., He does not exercise very good generalship appsrently. U. S.
Grant was at his Quarters near "Monocaoy Junction" on Friday night.Gran{
haé come up to Washington from the Army & from there he came to see Hun-i
ter. Of course we don't kiow what it meant whether a more adtive cam- |
paign or a bhettem defensive policy for the border “quien ssgbe". ' i
My dear sister, there is no use or need of your ever exousing§
yourself for talking of "self". If you .desire copying I see no ofher ;
way than toalvertise in ﬁhe “ﬁerald". I you know have no business !
friends in New York. Were was that Place that Mother thought might |
have got aé secretary.~ As soon as we get Richmond I am going-to
resign. I am getting tco 0ld to stay in the 4Apmy unless I in%tend to
mske it a profession and that I think I had better not do inasmuch as N&&

. reermae

an officer of theArmy ocan never proPeriy have g family of his own &
provide for them. fand one ofAthese days I£ I live I want to have a
home of my own not é.transient stopping plaoé. Non'that Mother is be- %
coming so o0ld I want to be near here. You knowj dear Josie, how little
I have scen of Mother sinee '50 and were it possible I}would that all
her children could be with her in her old age but pooi Panny I fear

that she will never see. Were I out of service & she as near:as Rich
mond IWould run: the blockade to sece her. I am pleased to hear that
Ben is in such a good place. I trust he will be out of Harm's way if
any of our tr00ps’come down in his neighborhood. Dr. Perry 1 must see

when I gome again to the North. Don't you fail to introduce me. f

~will try Josie to write either you or Mother wvery week but don't you

feel alarmed in case I don't write. ZXcmember I am sometimes pretty

iz




busy and that I am on the staff still so that I am in as safe a place
as any of ‘'em. Unless my name gets into & bulletin, I am gll right.
Give my love to all. Kiss "Pussie" for me.

Yr aff brother

Ned

To
Miss J. M. P. Russell
68 ‘Willoughby Street
Brooklyn
TiIs
?._é;’b;gﬁ?t fail to lét‘mé know ifvat any time Motheimighééfidﬁsiy
unwell, If at all dangerous telegraph

st-

P e



B8Qrs 6th Corps
Hulltown Va
Monday 9 am A4ugt. 22nd, 1864
My dear Mother ) :
Your letter of the 1l4th was received on the 19th.
Since my last writing on the 7th we have been up the valley to stras-
-  burg & have just returned this morﬁing from there. On our way back

we lay 3 or 4 days near Charlestown 4 miles from here. Yesterday

the enemy coming gp we had a sharp skirmish all day in which we lost
about 200 killed and wounded. Ve left C - about 1 A. M. & arrived here
about 4 A. M. The enemy have since come up to our pickets & there

has been some Artillery & musketry firing but nothing of any account.
Penrose uith@his«Brigg@gwok,qgrseyman (800) was left at Winchester = _
when we were coming back to assist Wilson's Divwiefo@avalry. Shortly .?@ﬂ&&

after our leaving W- the rebs came down uﬁop-?-.& he had to deploy
his men in a single ﬁkﬁrmiéh line, with no supports, covering a mile

& a half or two milesfé;ound upon 3 P, i. to dark he held at bay
Breckenridge's Corps of 8000 with that single skirmish line. At last
‘veing outflanked he fell bsok to the Martinsburg side of W-. He bhad
been fighting on the sprasbufg side; received no assistance from the
Cavalry until after he fell back. He lost about 300 killed & wounded
& prisoners. Our trip up the valley has bcen as far as I can sce of
no preat ppmsctical value. We have gota number of horses & cattle

but at the same time a body of guerrillas stampeded the guard of

-~

5 months men over our train & captured a large number of wagons burn- g
ing & destroying some & running off the mujes. At one time jhe guer-

ills dhief had the money chests containing $2000,000 belonging to




P

two Pay Maste?s in his hands but when recaptured by our troops they
were found lying in the road undistmebed. What is it you refer to
wnen you say things heve tr anspired that may make g differeqsar-
rangement ror the Spring nemessary for you & Josie? I have written
to the Wasiaington postmaster b ut received no answer relative
to the money lost. I think we may as well give it up as lost. I
could not recognize fhe young man that ook the letter in as much
as 1 4id not speak to him more bhan a moment & paid no particular
atténtion to his features., However if I get to W- I will see the
Postmaster in person & find out if anything can ke dane mbout it.
Give my love to all. _M333F£QW811.1§ L.believe in Wasnington with _ gwwt
her husbsnd's family. Mr, P- escaped safe in the bqt}lé of the
50t h. | o

Good bye Mother

Yr aff son
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HiQrs 6th Corps M.
Harrisburg Va
Sept. 28th, 1864

L

Mt. D.

iy dear Iliotaer,

vrg of 1lth & 18th rec'd. Wrote you last on the 19th
just after our splended victory of kionday betwecen Winchester & the
Oneguan. We hardly expected thc next day when we found tnat the rebs™
had retreated to Fisier's Hill near Strasburg to be ablg to achieve
another cqualky great viectory & at a lcss loss of lifc.-Tucsday (20)
we moved from Winchester to beyond Cedar Creek our picket line meect-
ing op the R. R. which passes throygh Menassas Gap by S - & terminates
-t liount Jackson. Wednesday our linc was pushed fobward a little; |

gquite a brisk skirmish occuq@ng when we attempted to take a little

Iy

arcst in front of our Jorpé line tnut we succeeded at last. The next

22nd
day/ the 19th Corps under Tmory gained another-ridge on our left.
Early in the P. i word camec from Torbert, who had been :sent over into
the ILuray Valley with him and Wilson's Divisions qf'C&ialry,vthat the
enemy showed signs of falling back & at 4,20 P. M; everything being
in readijdness the advance was srdered. Our line from left to right
was 19th Corps, 6th Corps, Crook's W. Virginia command & Averill's
cavalry. The right was moved steadily forward until itfwas'in—dd-
vance of the rest of our line & gradually by sharp gskirmishing drove
the Johnnies back to tielr carthworks. Previous to the attack tihere
had been morc or lcss skirmighing & artillery fire during the day
but wioen we advanced our'batterios comménccd a more rapid fire at
times firing "by Battery's The second battery from the rebel left

was the one to which we paid particular attention & though in a short

G
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time our sihells drove the Infantry supports a “skedaddling! mway &.
our fire from thne advancing line osn the right grew hotter & hotter
vet the cannoncers stuck to tireir guns and contianved fizing until
t.iere :as no hope:  tuey tried to drag tieir guns away firsf by
horses & then by hand but 'twas no.use our men captured them all.
The 19th Corps were hindered by a deep ravine in.their front from
advancing with us and haéd tos move up to itne works by a flank march
ang the pike‘aftcr our Corps had taken them up. The encmy con-
testcd the advance 27 tiie troons some but witn Phil Sheridan along
with then »n tihe skirmish line our men went right over cver%hing.

P

T™he cntire loss in the 6th is not much over 100 but the cenemy lost
neavily in prisoners & also in aArtillery (20 picces being captured.)
vith the cxception of our lst Division the Corps lost in the:chargé‘
i%g organization s2 thet on g%@hg the pike we nad to wait a comple
of néurs teo set the zen together into tueir Divisioh & let thiem cook
pper. Had Averill instead of going into camb or tiae battleficld
pusircd fsrward as was his duty nothing czuld bave saved tiem from
losing a large portion of their trains & many tnousand prisoners.
For his ncglect he was very properly elieved & ordered to Cumber-
land. The fortifications upon which the rctels of this country re-
licd s> mucu were in.our possession an inur after ti¢ attack com-
menced.  Cn toeir left the cartworks were fiftcen feet thick strong-
ly wmade & Yat attiscd®™. Abdut 8 P. .. we aainr woved, dowin o rataer
up toe nike with fgc 19th Zorps in the front. The advance to Woode=:o
stock waes very slow owing to the many impediiecnts arissing from tue
nature of tac country so tnat it was about 3 A. L. wien I cntercd

<3rd
Woodstock withh 4 men only 1 miles from sStrasburg. Friday P. i

V.



we moved t9 near lount Jackson. The next day we crosscdé thic North
Fork of Shenandoeh & from tint noint to near Sparta about 9 miles

from this place had continual skirmishing with the encmy.  As tie

on z4th
Jorps/was nassing :ount Jackson stme rascal went into a tuilding

tnat nad been built for Hos.ital purposces in tic carlYpart of tae

war & sct fire t2 tiae straw in one of the rooms & in a few minutes

in spite of all tuat could e éone to put it out tie bwilding waes in

flames & was.-:soon burkt to the ground; it had beds for over onc aun-

ired & could on an cmergency accommodate between 2 & 300. The foolish-

ness of the act is the morc apparent wien it is known that we cxnected

to be obliged to fight the enemy in taat neighborhood and would nced

s

tnis very building for our own wounded. Jucever was in co.mand of the

cacmy's rear guard handled his men well. General officers said taey
hhd never scen anything donc better. The nature of the country was
such that for only a few minutes at a timé were tney ocut of signt or
fcach of our Artillery. About sunsct tiicy made a vigorous resistance
in fact 'twas with them tiae fight for salvation; for gometime tacir
rear guard had been clpse updn the main body & nad we driven tuiem in
& pushed on it might have been utter ruin to them. Darkness nput off
fu&her c“nfllct & tihhe next wovrning as was GT)CutGd "the wily foc aad
cluded" us. Tucy lcit the pike & went off on the Keezc%%Bwn dirt
r2ad °n their way to “Port ?cnublic“ I rode ahead of our trocps &
on <5th
as among the lst pargy that cnqteﬂd dnrrlsonburg. Ebre we found two
or» three hundrcd wo&Eed rcbels & about 3 or 400 haa leftvoh hearing
o our advance. H. is a place of about 1200 or 1500 inhabitants
shows all tae signs of a placc living in a country traverscd by hos-

tile armies. Our Cavalry undcr Torbert got back from the Luray on

(tS
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I'onday & ismecdintely went on to Staunton. 'Tis reportcd today taat
tley have captured avout 200 wagors but tais is doubted. The msuﬁtdigs
are filled to sncak rather extravacantly with strucslers and descrters
from Early. ﬁen have had tieir throats cut within a mile or so of camp
by guerfillas. 'Tis not saying too much wien we assext toat-~fopr some
time to come the rebel power in this valley is.brokcﬁ. Early & his
Corps are a dispirited set of men. Our next move will most likely be
»ack to Harper's Ferry or Vinchester; perhaps we may cwen go to Pcters-
burg. We can obtain subsistenec in this valley by ecnding out fcgular
parties but at prcsent’we haul from Lartinsburg about 100 miles off.
But now for home matters having given you the war news. You see -
Liother dear I have plenty to write about so I am inflicting a long
letter on you: one that will do'fof.two weeks in case I don't write
again for t hat time. You arc right when you think my predilcctions
for ¥iss Powell have not altered since I first wrot?Qggd yet I'd not
hink of marrying until I could iake her to a homcvofﬁhy'bwh & one
free from “poverty's carking cares". That matter will continue to
recst in abeyance until I can do as I would like. You & sisters are
my first care. As to the regular army I can see no hopes for any man
desiring to have an independent horic of his ewm. The pay will bearly
keep a single xan decently. 'Tis a respectable sort of pension life
and that's atout all save 3n war times tihicn it has its active duties,
and labors. 'Tis wcll ﬁomcn can't vote 2r clse the country would be
more at the cars (?) than ever. I trust ilnc will be clected provided

he stands fast to my intrepation (sic) of his letter otiherwisc Lineoln

‘would be better thah a dishonsrablc pcace giving the lic to all we

have fougiit for for the past thrce years. I enclose you tquCartes

- [\7 |
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Hera 6th Corps
5 miles fr Winchester Va
Decr. 2nd, 1864

iy dear Mother
Your letter of 27th carne yestcrday. I hpve de layed
“onzer than I intended in writing you but tae days have glided by
* s2 swiftly that I have hardly taken any note of time. I virote you
n the 14th of Novcmber 2n my rcturn ffgm Martingburg .: ecnelosecd a
hundred ($100°°/100) dollar compound:interest note with coupons %
.tached ¥o. 124906. I haye been partly waiting t2 »cceive and ack-
nomicdgement of its arrival. e arc now on the cve of ansther maIve; |
one Division of the Corns & Gen'l Wrignt & 30 of his staf? £oing with
it, left yesterday b the ¢ars fop Washirgtsn. The ntiher two b171-& ‘ EQ&

\

sicns will: probably leave tomorrow & tiac following days. Tiis move

anly refers to our Corps. The general supposition was taat we were .
9 join Grant. Gen'l Wright said.hc did not knOW'wﬁére We were bound

for after arriving at Vashington. I am very sorry te leave the Val-
¥; for once we had cxpected ﬁo:havn=had;a;gui§baﬂﬁnﬁex:‘Qﬁg vicre

making cvery preparation to make oursclvcs camfortnble & enwoy’llfe

as 1t comes. If we go %36 U. S. G. we will most likely if the wcather

is QHWourable have another bout with Lee for t he possesslon 2f Petcrg-

burg; or if we have to go intz guarters '+will be an uncomfortable

lifc witn the constant harassments of picicet duty and continual SKlrmléh—

ing for the two Armies @an not lic so close to each othier for four 2

months witanout exenanging sanote daily. The natural canscguence will ;

be taatApnc beginning of Spring ucitier side will fegecl in tac humor {

faor very active operations. Tucy way scnd @s to Wilmipgton or some




other »art 27 tac castern seaboard to cooperate with Siacrman in his

srand march turough the South. Wuat a noble s2ldier he is. I should
nave liked cuehly to nave been wita him oa his present trip. 'Twill
live in nistory cs one of tie greatest enterpriscs in military annals.
Zven if ne only  succeeds in liberating a few tuousand o1 2ur mem from
their living tomb 'twill have accomplished a great & good werk. You
- . heed .
/never fear Liother about my capture by Losly. ‘acn going any distance
I traver with the trains of an cscort. If taken by him I think I would

be released. If captured by any of Gilmor's men I have received assur-

ances I wonld be. IZiow to explain my last sentence. when first Boing

u2 the ¥Valley in August I made the acquaintance »f a lady in one of

mooring villages. * She was & very bitter reueless sic .od no

G e
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nesitation in expressing ner sentiments spenly o tine General & rest t '

e of us. I made a slight bet with her as to tiiec time of our return
wkich I won. After that in going to & fro with tue trains I had sever-
al opportunities °f calling on her. Shc affordcd me a great deal of
amusement as sie expressed herself so bitterly ¢. Ihd make obscrvations

' Muat would draw acr out. A lady of education and family - ner father
naving been just before the war commdndant of. tirte Harper's Ferry Ar-
senal siic had given up hc; home there.aftcr her fataer's death & tne
breaking out >f tie war. After our last fignt, Cecdar Crcek, when I

: .
called I fzund ier nursing a wounded rebel, .aior of the 8nd Sogﬁh
Jarolina. 3ince we have been nere I have called often and taken
articles of food & papers & to them. She being acquainted with —cm

members of Gilmor's command nas, as nas als? tiuae ~ajor, told tioem

]
of tizis & tuey nave nromised to treat me kindly if I fall into their

hands. We arc new guite on good terms & thnough stikXl as bitter with

2




recard ts tiic mass of our Army sae makes an cxception in favor of
yzur humble scrvant. I had naped Lo have been able to spend my
birthday witir you but under tinc circumstances inave given it up. I
‘nave forward, to you & copy of tac “World"® containing Mr. Still-
soﬁ's account of the Vinchester fight. .Can you get me onc of Helen
Sibley's Photographs & one of Coz Eliéa'a? Retain them for me.
Will writc you again inther on arriving at.our_destination.

With love |

I aﬁ

4
Yr aff son
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Ned

Mother
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HdQrs 6th Corps
Weby 19th 1865

Ay dear Mofher,
Your letter of the 2nd was received on the 5th -

My last letter was on the 29th to Josie. Since then we have made
the move on our left which has straightened our line & give us a good
advaniage for another move on the South Side &. X. The loss on our
gide was about 3000 I suppose., we had onkynone division 6f the Gorps
out; the rest being held in readiness in theii camps. This move has
extended the liné'about four miles & causing us our 1iné of vorks to
run about mrallel to the sSouth Side instead of being refused to itl

At last I am fixed in my quarters. They are two Wall Tents
set on frames the baak of the tront tent being ripped up to giYe ad-
mittance into the rear one & a door placed in the entrance of the
front one. The f£loor of my sleeping apartment is of hewed pine 1Qggs
& that of the other (my office the.frontone) of boards. A good brick
chimney is also attached to the front tent. Some think that we live
hardly during the vinter but could they come to the Aymy & see the
houses we put up & what comforts ve devise for ourselves they would

(here at HdQrs)

soon change their opinions. Some of our quarters/ could not be built
in the City under $500 or $l000. We intond to have Photographs tsken
of the most prominent buildings corposing Head Quarters. 'Tis
by far the most confortable camp for a winter that we have ever had.
Then too the Winter has been mild. I have not been obliged to wear
an overcoat on account of the cbld onec. Nairer -wintkeswpather you

could not wish to see,
You tell me to save my Brandy Pcaches for “"special occasions”
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Q%, we made special occasions of them long ago. I now hold on to a little
mnince & Pudding ceske. 'The latter I occasionally bring forth. I hgd
a lJetter from sunt kKary on the 15th. I shall in the course of a weekg
forward you a draft on the Washington or New York U. S. Trcasury for
$116 tgg-‘ or thereavouts. I suw George iord yesterday. e is about
being mustered out of the service. Will most likely leave the Army
sometime next month. As I am gending an enclosure in this to Josie
& don't care about making'too bulky letter I'll close.
| with love td all
&ver yr
Aff son

Ned s
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EdQrs 6th Corps. i. of 2,
%h, : larch 21st 65 -

My dear Mother
Your last letter enclosing a note from qosie which I

shall answer today resched here Wednesday. Inasmuch as my neck wé.s
not urosea in Ste Lutrics's races I think I éhall after a uime give
you a full account of all thai tbanspired. By a recent order of the
fiar Department Ic.an not now avail myself of the privilege if I want-
ed to of "mustering out of" servige, They bave tsken it for granted
that where of ficers did not go out when their Regiments qiad they in-
sended to remain for taree years more heﬁce I can bhe he@d at least
untll Mey '66. I ocan of course tender my resignation but would now
like to do it since we are on the eve of another asctive campaign.

The army has sent -a.way all its surplus baggage & sutlers have been

ordered away from the front. . City Point which is surrounded by a

line of works is still'suppliea. with sﬁtle:c"s goodé & stores; that
being the depot of the army & not likely to be given up does not
apparently come under the order, Though I have beep to Grant's _Edqrs
everal times to see Powell I_ha‘ve never heard‘a.ny‘ph;ng of Sprague.
I doubt if he has yet come on. All leé.ves & furloughs have been
- 8topped save in extreme cases so that there‘ i8 no chance o my agsin
getting away. The bridal party will'have T proceed without being
enlivened by my presence. I had rather calculated upon my being
eble to see the North once mcre wre the opening of the Spring Gam-
paign but now I'll have to resign’ this hope as I have many others

before it. Cousin Eliza is quite fortunate in at least securing
& plece to suit her. By the bye what pity you did not sell out

25
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your gold & invest it in "the seven thirties" - Government securities
are in my opinion by £ar the best in the marset. Some think that ere
the Summer is over that gold will once more be up to and over 200 - in
which case I would say g8ll - In my next I think I will enclose you

a copy of the articles of Subsistence Shores & their selling prices
which you csn compare with the Southern prices. I have not hearéd
from Aunt Mery H. 1or close on to & month or more. I sce George Ford
every few days. His camp is not far rrom us & is by ail odds the pret~
tiest cawp of the Army. The chapel (rustic work) is the curiosity of
the neighborhood & few visitors vo this portion of the lines #o away
wit hout visiting it. Gentlemen of the North having country places
wonld give willingly $5000 for tle HlQrs of the Regiment & the Chapel
could they be transported gsud put up on their places, and jet the
whole thing here has cost but iittle or nothing; the timber being
easily obtained & the labor coming from details from the Regiment.
During week days at least twice or thrice entertainuent by & band

of negro minstrels, after the style of Christy's, composed of men

_of the Regluent are given in the Chapel. For an affair of amateur

artists they are decidedly good & eliclt immense applause.

With reference to the races we haé£ only about a week's
notice in which ﬁo put the horses through-a‘course of training. 8r-
dinarily sahorse ought to have 3 or 4 weeks at least. 1 had no hbrse
fit to enter but ths Captain Comdg our Cavalry escort h#d one that I
thought would do so as socn as I had rececived a.?&ogmamme I showed it
to him. He some time beiore had received au injﬁry thst uﬁfitted him
for hard riding & I wantea though I @id not tell him so to be permit-
ted to ride his horse in the hurdle race open to the Army. After
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discussing the @hances of getting the horse in condition in 8 week's
time he at ls st told me I might if I wanted to enter his horse & ride
him. This was Jjust what I wanted sb we immedistely set to work. His
groom had a tew years backKk been an English jockey & knew exactly the
course to pursue. I tried “Joﬁﬁie“ myself at sowe bars of about the
required heighth & beiqg weil satiéfied ofrered to purchase hin (&
since have done so) - Thurdday 16th - 1 entered nim on the lists.

The day was cold windy & pprinkley out-da:k pegan raining heavily.

We thought it would cemse the races to be dererred & if s there was

'no telling when they could come off as we were under mgrching orders

& liable to move at any moment but by midnight the moon shown out
clear & bright & with a cold wind blowing by sunrise the ground was
dry. i hed invited Powell & some ot his brother officers to come up
Thursdéy & gtay over night so that we had our quarters well filled.
About 103 the 1st race came off. <The Schenck House was st the end
of the‘course turthest from the Judges stend; the track was eilipti-

cal in shape & about a mile in length being ™up hill & §own dale?® s0

that what with the hurdles & ditches it woul& test & horse's powér

of endurance very well. About 50 or qugxds from the starfing point
was the 1st ditch thenc ame a hurdle & so alternating leaving & hur-
dle to come in on at avout & of a mikte from the stsnd. The judges'

stend was a large platform éleVated g0 as to give a good view of the
course throughout nearly its whole extent & on this were seated the

lsdies that were present & their besux. The stend was handsomely

the
decorated with/Irish Americsn colors. AT each hurdlie & ditch

was stationed a.StEHard of the course to see that they were taken DY

the riders. I had valculated that it would take nearly three hours
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betdre my race wouwid come off so had lert my horse in the svable a
mile or more away. When I found how quick the heats were run & the
race aecided I was anl(ious lest my horsé would not be up in time.
Tho Brigade & Ccﬁs re. &.CeS were easily decided in two heats khe 1st
horse generaily "dis tencing", that is coming into the Judges stana
ere the next one.had cleared the last hurdle, all his competltors.
Knowing what "Johx%ie" could do I made up my mind thet it no better
horsevs were entered tor Iy race thah those that had already mwun in
the previoua ones I was sure of wimming or at least coming in second.
~stwWeen the Brigede & Corps races a tlat race tor s quarter of a mile
was run between two private h@rses. This gave me a little more time
€0 *that when the 18t bugle sounded to get rewdy I was prepared ror
the start. In my race there was a mare an Engliéh thoroughbred hunter
belonging tOICOl Von Shack of the 7th New York Vols wnich hitherto had
come off the palms in all races' of this kind. %'he Colonel who slmays
rode her was considered an eéxcellent horseman. .Very few would taxe
any bets against her. Ere the 2nd bugle sounded I who had the in-

le track the line to be most desirea changed my plsce to the outside
80 &s to be near Von Shack well Knowing that ail my horse required to
. keep track was g good horse tm the lead. At the sound ofr we.!-
8tarted all clearing the 1st ditch about together, Between that &
the 1st hurdle Von Shack drew ahecad or me & when he came to he ra;eed
his too soon so that she struck the hurdle knocL:.ng it down & pitching
her rider oft & then falling on him, S struck on his head & at first
'twas tihought he would die but he has since resovered. This caused

Iy horse to rly the track but I had him soon back Jjumped over the
fallen nurdie & sped on the the Znd diteh & jusi as he was spout
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teking it he shied % the left nearly throwing me., I tried him
again & aguin ror neariy half a dozen times & finding it no use

gave the aiteh the go bye & went on to the next hurdle with like
result. While engaged in these abortive @attewpts I had the morti-
fication of seeing another who had becn thrown pass me & go in
second to the stand. The falling of Von Shack's horse threw all the
rest off the track but mine got an abstinate rit.intn him & would not
do as he was required. One of ghe poorest horses at the race won in
gonseguence. As soon:as Johﬂge was tasen oITr he cleared & 4 Yoot
hurdle without dirtriculty. The day previous he had tasen g hurdle

of the
& ditch/regulation neighth & times each way clearing rrom 16

to 22 feet in nis JumpS: The flat race of 120 reds.csme next. +4n
this I rode & vlack horse "Coaley" belohging>to Maj Wiley the Deéot
Commissary to City Point. ‘I won in by about teo lengtna & was com-
limented by many on the wammer in which I &ode. Bt I had set my
heart on winning the hurdie race soss to éarry o:i-tha laurels zfor
the Corps & in this I was disappointedl ﬁy'dresfwas ny blue Forage
éap covered with a red tlannel cover, a white shirt & collar with my
sailor's necktie & my dark blue riding pants & short topnboots with
.light brass spurs. As it since turne out my spurs were not severe
enough. I had also & rather light ebwhide whip, In the 80 rods
flat a Gray mare("Alice") from our H3Qrs won. She is & racer & was
brought down ror ﬁue pufpose. The horse that my darxgy was to have
ridden came in znd or ord. dlong:tne track guards were posted To

keep 1t clear so as to have fair racing & as my boy was going up to
the starting point he was arrestea by a Captsin of the guard & although

we hunted fior nhim he could not be round 80 that at the ls. st moment
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Wood had to out anothner DOy on his horse one unacquainted with him
& hence it was not a Iairly decidea point to whnether he came in 2nd

or not. I have torgotten to state how the huraies were made; posts

wers driven in a3 ezch end & she 1o these were ngiled twwo heavy pieces

of timber leaviug a spase or aboutv & Teet between toem & then this
Space was tilled up by woven bine branches makiung a solid barrier,
The sauk race or course was very amu8ing. From these races we xent
over t0 a track near tne HaQrs ot the 2nd Corps where the 2nd & 5th
Corps best horses were to heve a triai; the bth (orps gray was the
best animal but when vithin:25 or 80 yeard ot tge score the rider's
stirrup broke & he lost the race. Some tiink the race was g sold
alrair & at any rzate none ,Seve the winners were satistied vith *the
result. After the races home to supper & then over %to the Enginecer
Camp to see the mi-uftrels pei‘form. At 10 oclock we bid good bye to
our 4th Infty rriends. So closed the entertainment in celebfation
of st. Patrick's Day or '65. With & good horse under him & one I can
trust I do not rear to take The leap or jump orrered & hence my cha-
grin at losing. Some whu Know what the horse could do lost.pretty
hcavily on the resuit. I trust I shell have peéter luck next time.

And now ror a rew lines to Josie. 'Tis not ortun <that I
8pin so 16ng & yarn to you Mother, buv I was—deciaedly intervstea
in the subjevt matter or this leiter. With love I auw as ever

Yr air son

Ned
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Hd Qrs 6tn COrps A. ¢ P,
Near Burke's Station Va
April 17th 1865
Dear Mother Sisters,
I wrotw hurried notes on the znd & 6t announcing
the result of our fights or wuse days & of my cont.nued sa.ety. Now
that we are s ettled down ror s fer days quiet I may as well give yonu

an account of our late cam paign oI eigint days. ‘But betore so doing
let me acknowledge tne receipt or Mother's & Katie's of the 4th &

Josie's ox the $th. Gen'l Wright had ror some days urged upon Gen'l
Meade the advisapniliity oi‘ allowing. our Corps to maxe an assault upbn
the euemy's works iﬁ our IYOMT while their main body was actively en-
gageu with the Zna, ?m & Cavalry Corps on our leit. it last arfter
Sheridan's success on the evening of the lst voxrd was ent for all the
batteries along twue line to open s0 as W occupy the eneiy's sttention
& prevent their s2rnding reinrorcemwents to their rignt & at tne sawe
time Wright was dirccted to s, itack as he desired. Then again another
came IOr us W gO in &8s Iast as the Divisons could be rurmed & not
Wait ror & Corps ;Eormation. This was a very roolish sort of an order
8s it is almost impossible to Fom Ttroops while subjected to g neavy
Tire. However about 1 ocloek everything was arrangec ror us %o go in

at 4 A. M. a8 a Corps. At ¢ waue Signal guu was rirea but everytning

Was 10T ready. The order or attacs was the zng Diviston under Getty
in the Center with & line vt 5 Brigades - tne Brig having their reg'ts
wassea vhe 1st Div under Wheaton withn 3 Brig "encne.l.on" on the rignt
& the 3rd Div (2 Brig) under T. Seymour “en ecneéon" on tne lert so

That the line Tormed presenied tuls gppearance 3~ 1 . é ociock
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anotner gun was Iirec & in teun minutes aITerwarus our Meu were 8T iT
witna yell. By o oclocKk tne re vel line was ocarried & their troops
flying in 81l direction. The fight though brief had been severe.

In some df the batteries the gunners fought vith their rammers & sponge
staffs after our troops hal gained possession. Leaving one Brigade

to guard towards P -~ our right - the rest swept in a line down along
the breastworkd to our 2€ft so that between us & the troops on out
left Lee was placed in & eritical position. His only resource was

%0 retreat to Petersburg. Having ppoceeded %0 within a mile of "Hat-
cher's Run" the Corps with the 24th Corps were facel about & rejoining
fhe Brigadé adwanced on Petersburg. Graduslily our lines oomménced to
close in on the city &’soom a part of our Valley experience was re-
engacted in our Batteries on Lightv Arti;i.léry pushing to the front often !
in edvance of the Infantry skirmishers. At 4 P. M. When we rested our '

. alone & o
le £t was on the Appomattox / the right of the 9th Corps on the.A be-

low P. About 6 P. M. I had just returned to the Gen'l from huniing

p & place for HaQrs when a bullet struck my horse Gus that‘ I had rid-

den since July '63 woundi¥g him mortally so that in mercy- I fook. him - !
away a short distance & shot him. I suppose I had not left him over |
b minutes when this happened. He was a good, staunch horse & had

carried me faithfully & well thromgh all the fighus since my attach-

ment to the Staff. That night I supned & slept with Powell at Grants
HiQrs as our tents had not come.up. Between 5 & 6 the morning of the

3rd a note cmme to us from a committee of Petersburg citizens saying

that the rebs having evacusted they surrended the town. Our forces

immediately entered it. They hed .séent this notice out to three points
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of the line so that the 9th Corps were I believe the first to go in,

I rode into the town about 9 & though it undoubtedly in its day has -
been a very fine town yet it shows the effect of the occupation of a
pPlace by soldiery; the main portion of the population seemed to be of
the African persuasion. Birney's colored Dive of the 25th Corps march-
ed throggh the town. s soon &s possivic after learnimg that dee had .
left the Army wwxe was started in pursuit taking the South eidehof the Ap-
pomattox & moving towards Burksville., For once we had the inside

track & were moving on the shorter lines. Though the weather was rair -
.ati1Y the 6th yet the passage of S0 many wagons over the roads soonm ’

rutted then up & the conseguence was our trains were generally far be-

hind; it bein: as much &s the HiQrs wagons of Corps Div & Brig Hers

Brd

could do to keep up. The tyoops were pushed on as fast as possible &
were told that they must expect to go on short rations in oxrder to , f
gain on Lee. There was no grumbling buﬁ a ready compliance; anything
to be able 1o smash up the Army of Northern Va. which we had been
fighting for nearly four years. On the 5th word came from Sheridan
it near Amalis C. H. he had met the enemy & that if the Infantry
could only come up in time their army was ours. We pushed on &
our last Division
/ reached reached Jettersville asbout 11% P. M. By 6 4. M.we were all
up & before 7 oclock of the 6th we had started towards Amelis C, H.
after going for nearly 3 miies in thaﬁ direction we ”f_ound thaet the
Johnnys hed gone off towards Farmsville on theSouth Side R. R. on
the Appomattox. 6hgnging our route we ceme back to J. & in a rein
storm started on the new line. By 4 P. M. the head of our column
came up to where Sheridan's Cavalry were actively engaged with a mov-

ing column & wagon train of the foe. Not giving the men any rest but
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immediately forming the lcading Piv. & hurrying up the next on a double

quick & this after some 15 miles marching Phil pushed us across a

mershy stream Rnown as Little -,s'a.ilor's Creek. For & couple of hours
there was some heavy fighving but at last with the aid of the Cavalry
& the 2nd Co¥ps we had them surrounded & they had to surrender. The
Cavalry gobbled many prisoners of dugs that we drove into their bands
buttons Bwell most of his staff. Curtis lee & others surrendered.
Among the prisoners were a number of marines & sailors that had left
Richmond on Sunday. Ewell & staff remainfed at our BIQrs that night
& in conservation he said that hadahé known we were there besides
the Cavalry he would have su'.r'reng',gd without fighting. He said that
it had always been his luck to womer Longstreet's retraat. J4mong the
prisoners were Maj. H," H. Selden Qr Mr to Ewell. He is a cousin of

Cussie. I kept him in my tant until he left on the 7th to go to Meade's§

BdQrs. The mext day we went on to Farmsville., The rand was strewn in

i
various parts with abandoned papees Wagons &c belonging to the "rebs". 1‘
Opposite F our Cevalry were led into a trap & driven back with loss. |
The 8th we moved up to New Store about 20 miles from Appomatdox C. He '
The 9th we marched about 12 miles & at 1% Meade sent us word that there
was a cessation of hostilities till 2 P. M. to treat about surrendier
but that if at that time Lee did not yield he wanted all the troops

in position so as to be réady to pitceh iu. Two 0cloci Cuwe & NO news
& our skirmish line had begun to advance when a white flag appeared &
word was brought that Grant & Lee were arramging the terms. At 4

oclock it was officially annouhce‘d & Meade rode through the lines of

the 2nd & 6th Corps amid the cheers of the men. Salutes were fired &
bands plsyed. The next day & thi day afterAI left I went inside
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their lines. At the time of’thé surrendeg Lee hai only 8000 Infentry
& 2000 Cavalry effective. The rest of the Cavalry under Fitz., Lee

hgd cut their way out ere they knew thet the surrender was in contem-
Plation. When the rolls of the Paroled prisoncrs came to be msie up
over 25000 men were down. These men had been dropping out & striking
for home but when they learnt the terms they éame back to be put down.
For mearly s week Bhesc men hagd been living on what they oould collect
in their country as they marched, 1t_ma1n1y ansisted of corn whigh
they parched, The 11th the Corps started back reaching this Station
on the 13th. The paroled men have since been arriving & are being
sent home-as fevast as possible. The Confederacy is played out., ELee
& his army have gought us nobly & ®well but the right & numbews have
been too many. His last act showed as much good sense as anything
he hag done. I know not the number of prigohers taken by the Corps
now the amount of captur ed property by the Army. Today we turned 4in
to Gen'l leade 19 Flags & 2 Grudins(?) taken on the 2nd & 6th & M - ,
in hbs speech acknowledged that to the 6th Corps belonged the oredit
of having on the 2nd given the turning point to the cawpaign.

What a loss to the country is Lincoln., The South has lost
its friend in power & in his bPlace has got ofle of its most bitter
enemies. I have been no advoeste of A. L. While living but since our
late succeéses bhe has shown s true Christian charity & kindness of
disposition to the people of the South, I hope it will not have the
effect Yo prolong this struggle. ' We have all looked forward to peace
nor that Lee is umder. For it can not be doubted that he was at +he
last the main prop of the Confederacy. To be sure there may be a

great deal of guerriila warfare but the reople of the section where
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it éxists will be the prindipél sufferers & in éelflprbtecﬁion they.
will have to put it down. I hope in a few days to bhe able %0 go to
Richmond, Those of the Btaff have already started, If T go I shal]l
try & hunt up Aunt Mary - Owing to the worn out ocondition of the
South Bide R. R. it takes clﬁse ®n to 24 hours to go 62 miles to City
Point with the pleasant prospect of running off saveral times, Our
me.ils are consequently not very regular. 'Tis but a single track,
However we soon hope to have g1l this remedied,

Katie have Jaogie direct ydur studies. You need not change
the direction of my 1étte;s though I am a Bvt Bajor. Am very sorry
to hsar of the illness in the K - 8 = '"Twould be indeed g great
loss to the girls should Mr. K - ale. T trust that he is now ot of
danger, As I am going out on a 30 mile ride tomorrow to ke gone for
two or three days I'll hrlng this to a finis with love to all -

Bver aff
Ned
P. S.
I gave Selden a note of introduetion to you so you may perhaps
hear from him, |

E. E. B.




